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AFGHANISTAN. 16 Dec.—U.S.S.R. Marshal Bulganin, who jt} 
Mr Khrushchev had arrived on a visit to Afghanistan, expressed symp. 
pathy for Afghanistan’s attitude on Pakhtunistan and said that the 
Pakhtuns should have the right of self-determination. He denounced 
the colonialists, alleging that by forming military pacts they wer 
trying to reverse the progress made by Asians and Africans againg 
colonialism. 

17 Dec.—Speaking at a reception and dinner, Marshal Bulganin 
offered to Afghanistan complete equipment for a 100-bed hospital and 
fifteen motor buses for Kabul. 

18 Dec.—Sardar Naim Khan, Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister. 
told the press that Afghanistan was willing to purchase arms for 
defence against threats from any quarter provided there were no 
political ties. Afghanistan had always maintained economic and trade 
relations with Russia and expected further developments in economic 
aid. In regard to Pakhtunistan, Afghanistan was seeking a solution 
which would fulfil the desires of the Pakhtuns; the problem would 
eventually be submitted to the Security Council. Meanwhile Afghani- 
stan was continuing her neutral policy and had no intention of agitation, 
Pakistan had failed to disorganize Afghanistan’s economic life by block- 
ade: easy alternative transport had been found. Afghanistan was secking 
a peaceful solution of the dispute with Pakistan. Reports of violation of 
Pakistan’s frontier by Afghan aircraft and of bribery of trouble- 
makers were Pakistani propaganda. 

Soviet-Afghan Statement. A joint Soviet-Afghan statement an- 
nounced that Russia was to grant a long-term credit of $100 m. and 
technical aid to Afghanistan and that the friendly political, economic, 
and cultural ties between the two countries were to be expanded. A 
study would be made of economic and technical co-operation, in par- 
ticular co-operation in agricultural development, the construction of 
hydro-electric stations, irrigation works, and motor car repair work- 
shops, also the reconstruction of Kabul airport. It had been decided to 
extend the 1931 treaty of neutrality and mutual non-aggression. 

The two Governments also declared their attachment to the five 
principles of co-existence, and support for universal disarmament and a 
ban on atomic weapons. 

19 Dec.—Report of President Eisenhower’s mediation in Pakistan- 
Afghanistan dispute (see Pakistan). 


ALGERIA. 8 Dec.—Elections. The Algerian Assembly voted by 67 
to 10 against the principle of holding elections on the same day as in 
metropolitan France. 

10 Dec.—The Governor-General announced the indefinite post- 
ponement of elections in Algeria. — 

12 Dec.—A military convoy was ambushed by about sixty terrorists 
near Guelma in eastern Algeria. Nineteen soldiers were killed, five 
wounded, and six missing. 

Bombs exploded in two cinemas in Algiers, wounding about twenty 
people. 
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12 Dec.—The French authorities claimed that about thirty rebels 
were killed in an action at El Milia, north of Constantine. 

19 Dec.—A sharp increase of terrorist activity was reported, and at 
least twenty-nine people were killed during the day. The most serious 
incident was an attack on a French military convoy near Bone in which 
the French lost five killed and five missing. Eight rebels were killed in a 
battle near Constantine. 

Troop reinforcements totalling 1,400 were disembarked at Bone. 

20 Dec.—In engagements in different parts of the country forty 
terrorists were killed and sixty-eight captured. Twelve French Muslims 
were assassinated by terrorists. 

21 Dec.—Terrorist incidents, including ambushes, fire-raising, 
murder, and bomb-throwing continued to be reported. 

22 Dec.—French decision to send reinforcements (see France). 

26 Dec.—Policy speeches by M. Faure and M. Mendeés-France (see 
France). 

A bomb attack in the department of Constantine killed a baby. At 
Philippeville a French girl was wounded by a Muslim. 

The representatives of the nationalist Democratic Union of the 
Algerian Manifesto in the conseils généraux resigned, together with their 
members in the Algerian Assembly. 

28 Dec.—Fourteen people were reported to have been killed by 
terrorists and a number of farms set on fire. 

29 Dec.—Seven people were reported killed and at least ten wounded 
in terrorist attacks in eastern Algeria. 


ARGENTINA. 8 Dec.—Reported Plot in Mendoza. Troops occu- 
pied police headquarters in Mendoza following reports of a Peronista 
plot. The chief inspector of police was provisionally replaced by an 
Army officer, and three senior Army officers were detained in connec- 
tion with the plot. General Nazar, the provisional governor of the 
province, said that the police had retained all the features typical of the 
Peronista regime. 

g Dec.—Property Confiscation. The Government issued a decree 
providing for an embargo, with a view to confiscation, on the properties 
of persons and firms accused of making illicit fortunes under the 
Peronista dictatorship. The proceeds were to be used for housing poor 
people and for petroleum exploitation. 

17 Dec.—Arrests. The police announced that the discovery of a 
widespread plot to engage in sabotage and arson had led to the arrest of 
500 Peronistas and ‘Nazis’. Those arrested included General Heraclio 
Ferrazano, former G.O.C. in the La Plata area, and Lt.-Colonel 
ashen Ugolino, former commander of the Seventh Infantry at La 

ata. 

19 Dec.—La Prensa. The head office and printing works of the 
newspaper La Prensa were restored to their owner, Dr Paz. 

23 Dec.—The Navy. It was announced that ten admirals, thirty-nine 
captains, and six lieutenants of the Navy had been retired, some at their 
own request. 


ire 
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Argentina (continued) 
The Army Ministry announced the names of eleven officers arreste 
in Mendoza on charges of plotting sabotage and other acts of violenc: 
27 Dec.—Arrests of Peronista supporters among N.C.0O.’s jn the 
provinces were reported, following a subversive movement. One person 
was killed and two wounded. 

29 Dec.—The names of 125 persons who had been arrested « 
agitators and placed on a naval vessel in Buenos Aires harbour were 
issued, They included three former secretaries-general of the Con. 
federation of Labour. 

Ten persons, alleged to have been implicated in a subversive plot in 
Resistencia in northern Argentina, were arrested. 


AUSTRALIA. 11 Dec.—General Election. Polling for a general 
election resulted in the Government gaining 11 seats in the House of 
Representatives, giving it a majority of 28 over the Labour opposition, 
The new state of the parties was: Government 75 (formerly 64): 
Labour 47 (50); anti-Communist Labour nil (7). Labour also held the 
seats for the Northern Territory and the Australian capital territory 
carrying only limited voting rights. 

30 Dec.—Malaya. Mr Casey, Minister for External Affairs, said 
that the offer of the Communist leader in Malaya, Chin Peng, to lay 
down arms if the British withdrew from Malaya could not be taken 
seriously. Mr Casey said that he was greatly disappointed that the peace 
talks had broken down. It was obvious that the Communists had put 
their own interests before those of the Malayan people. 


AUSTRIA. 8 Dec.—West German recognition of Austrian neutrality 
(see Germany). 


BELGIUM. 29 Dec.—Arms Exports. A statement by the Foreign 
Ministry said that talks between the British and Belgian Governments 
on the export of disused war material had been going on for some time. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 10 Dec.—The Legislative Council unanimously 
approved a Bill designed to promote the preservation of order at public 
meetings and processions. 

12 Dec.—The Governor revoked residence restriction orders con- 
cerning eight members of the People’s Progressive Party and relaxed the 
restrictions concerning three other members. 

The Governor announced the removal of the restrictions on meetings 
and processions which was imposed in 1953. 


BULGARIA. 30 Dec.—Approach to Greece for full diplomatic 
relations (see Greece). 


BURMA. 14 Dec.—About 150 rebels belonging to the People’s 
Volunteer Organization (pro-Communist members of the war-time 
resistance movement) were reported to have surrendered to the Army on 
11 December at Thayetmyo. 
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16 Dec.—It was learned that sixty Communist rebels, members of a 
Trotskyite group, had surrendered on the island of Ramree, off the 
coast of Arakan. 

20 Dec.—Reports reaching Kengtung said that 2,000 anti-Communist 
Chinese were active near Mong Phong, ten miles east of Tachilek, 
where the frontiers of Burma, Siam, and Laos meet. They were reported 
to have murdered an Italian Roman Catholic priest, Father Faranto. 

23 Dec.—It was learned that two police officers and eight men had 
been killed by Thai bandits near Mergui, 350 miles south-east of 
Rangoon. 

27 Dec.—Japanese reparation payment agreement (see Japan). 

30 Dec.—U Nu, the Prime Minister, said at a press conference that 
the press in general and opposition groups in particular should refrain 
from taking undue advantage of the Government’s lenient policy in 
dealing with seditious and defamatory speech and writing. He criticized 
insinuations made by Dr E. Maung, a former judge of the Supreme 
Court, that the Burmese judiciary was being interfered with. 


CANADA. 15 Dec.—New Zealand. It was announced that New 
Zealand had protested to the Canadian Government against its decision 
to sell 7 m. pounds of butter to Europe at a low price. 


CEYLON. 22 Dec.—India. It was learned that the Prime Minister, 
Sir John Kotelawala, had written to Mr Nehru expressing disappoint- 
ment that the India-Ceylon agreements on the status of Indians in 
Ceylon had proved unworkable, and asking Mr Nehru to suggest 
measures to overcome the deadlock. He repeated Ceylon’s contention 
that persons of Indian origin in Ceylon must be regarded as Indian 
nationals unless they satisfied the requirements of Ceylon citizenship 
laws, and rejected Mr Nehru’s argument, voiced in the Indian Parlia- 
ment, that the problem was one of persons who never were Indian 
nationals but were only of Indian origin. 


CHINA. 8 Dec.—East Germany. An east German delegation headed 
by Herr Grotewohl, the Prime Minister, arrived in Peking. 

10 Dec.—Moscow Radio, quoting Chinese press reports, announced 
that the Roman Catholic Bishop of Shanghai and ‘his principal accom- 
plices’ had been arrested in September while ‘preparing a counter- 
revolutionary uprising’. The Bishop was said to have links with foreign 
intelligence organizations. 

15 Dec.—Offer of steel to India (see India). 

16 Dec.—U.S. statement on U.S. prisoners in China (see United 
States). 

18 Dec.—Chinese Nationalist Air Force claim (see Formosa). 

Chinese Nationalist report of Chinese Communist purge (see Formosa) 

22 Dec.—Bombardment of Quemoy (see Formosa). 

25 Dec.—East Germany. A treaty of friendship and agreements for 
cultural, economic, and scientific co-operation between China and east 
Germany was signed in Peking. 
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China (continued) 

28 Dec.—The New China news agency announced that two Welsh 
climbers and a Nepalese officer, who had been arrested by Chinese 
troops in the Urai Lagna Pass on the Nepal-Tibet border on 23 October 
for illegal entry, had been released on 11 December. 

South Korea. The Government offered the South Korean Goverp. 
ment to exchange four Korean coastguardmen for one Chinese fisher. 
man captured in a Yellow Sea naval skirmish on Christmas Day. 

29 Dec.—Shelling of Quemoy (see Formosa). 

According to reports reaching Hong Kong Chinese Communist 
authorities in Fukien province had executed six ‘counter revolution- 
aries’ and had sentenced sixteen others to terms of imprisonment for 
persuading members of a farm co-operative to go on strike. 

Opening of Mongolia railway link (see Mongolia). 


COUNCIL OF EUROPE. 13 Dec.—European Unity. A meeting in 
Paris of the Committee of Ministers passed a resolution emphasizing 
that the creation of a united Europe remained essential, and that any 
new security arrangement for Europe with Russia which did not include 
the reunification of Germany by free elections would be inadequate and 
dangerous, 

Resettlement. The Committee decided that a resettlement fund 
for refugees and emigrants should be established by countries prepared 
to participate. 

Convention on Establishment. Ministers signed a European 
Convention on Establishment which, in general, placed the nationals of 
each member State on the same footing as the nationals of other 
member States in such matters as private rights, the protection of their 
persons, property, rights, and interests. It granted complete equality in 
education, taxation, compulsory civilian services, and also in employ- 
ment unless there were economic or social reasons for refusing permits 
to work. 

War Cripples. Ministers also signed an agreement on war cripples 
providing for the exchange of war cripples for medical treatment and 
for the exchange of information, equipment, and medical staff for 
training. 


CYPRUS. 8 Dec.—Terrorists made an unsuccessful attempt in Nicosia 
to shoot Mr Achilles Papadopoulos, an official of the public information 
office. 

Troops carried out a search for arms in monasteries throughout the 
island. A small quantity of explosives was found and eight persons were 
arrested. 

9 Dec.—A number of terrorist incidents occurred in various places, 
in one of which a British Army driver was killed by a grenade. 

10 Dec.—Security forces were called out in Nicosia to disperse 
demonstrations by school children. Tear gas was used and thirty-five 
arrests made. 

11 Dec.—Terrorist incidents continued to be reported from various 
parts of the island. 
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A communal fine of £200 was imposed on the village of Ypsonas after 
frequent cutting of telephone wires. 

12 Dec.—Archbishop Makarios, in a sermon at a monastery near 
Larnaca, protested against the search of monasteries which he described 
as an impious and unholy violation. 

13 Dec.—The village of Paralimni was placed under curfew and 
ordered to pay a communal fine of £1,500. 

Secondary schools at Kyrenia, Morphou, Lapithos, Evrikhou and 
other villages went on strike, and disorders occurred at Kyrenia, much 
damage being wreaked at a school which had been closed by the town 
school committee. 

A taxicab which failed to halt at a road block north of Famagusta was 
fired on by British soldiers and one of the occupants, a Greek woman, 
fatally injured. 

14 Dec.—Greek protest to Britain (see Greece). 

Ban on Communist Party. The Governor proscribed the Com- 
munist Party of Cyprus (known as A.K.E.L.) as an illegal organization. 
The Communist youth, farmers’ and women’s organizations were also 
proscribed, and 135 leading members of A.K.E.L., including Mr 
Papaioannou, the general secretary, were arrested. ‘The Communist 
mayors of Limassol and Larnaca, the deputy mayor of Famagusta, 
and a number of prominent officials of the Pan-Cyprian Federation of 
Labour were also arrested. The announcement of the ban followed raids 
on Communist headquarters in Nicosia, on the office of the Communist 
trade unions, and on the Communist newspaper Neos Democratis. 

The news of the ban led to strikes and demonstrations in various 
laces. 

; A number of outrages occurred, in one of which two British soldiers 
were shot at in Nicosia; one was killed and the other wounded. 

A-chbishop Makarios denounced the outlawing of A.K.E.L. and the 
arrests. 

15 Dec.—A British soldier and a terrorist were killed in an exchange 
which followed the ambushing of a British Army car. The terrorist was 
a cousin of Archbishop Makarios. A number of other incidents also 
occurred. 

16 Dec.—A soldier and a small girl were injured by a bomb thrown 
in Limassol, and a British officer was seriously injured in a terrorist 
attack on the police station at Yialoussa, sixty miles north-east of 
Nicosia, 

Violent anti-British demonstrations were staged by students in 
several towns. 

17 Dec.—A British officer died from wounds inflicted in the attack 
at Yialoussa. 

The funeral in Nicosia of C. Mouskos, cousin of Archbishop Makar- 
ios, was attended by hundreds of people, including many prominent 
citizens. Police used tear gas to disperse the procession which had been 
banned. The crowd retaliated with stones. 

18 Dec.—Three bombs were thrown into a bar on the road to Nicosia 
airport. They wounded fifteen people, two of them seriously. Three 
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Cyprus (continued) 
British soldiers were attacked and injured, also in Nicosia. In another 
incident a Cypriot woman was injured. 

19 Dec. A British soldier died in hospital as the result of a bom} 
attack on 14 December. He was the twelfth British soldier to lose hj 
life through terrorist action 

An attack was made on a police station at Ayios, Therapon. The 
terrorists overpowered the guard, and made away with guns and 
ammunition. One policeman was injured. 

A number of other sporadic incidents were also reported. 

Pupils of three secondary schools in Nicosia went on strike in protest 
against the use of batons and tear gas at the funeral on 17 December, 

22 Dec.—Terrorist incidents continued. 

A number of persons detained at a camp near Nicosia wrote to the 
Governor informing him of their decision to go on hunger strike from 
Christmas Eve in protest against the detention of persons under a lay 
which they said was ‘contrary to the Declaration of Human Rights’. 

24 Dec.—During operations in the Troodos Hills a Greek Cypriot 
was shot dead by security forces after he had twice failed to answer their 
challenge. 

26 Dec.—Mr Alexis Liatis, head of the diplomatic bureau of the 
Greek Ministry arrived in Nicosia for talks with Archbishop Makarios, 

27 Dec.—Mr Liatis concluded his talks with Archbishop Makarios 
and afterwards lunched with the Governor. 

A statement issued by the Ethnarchy office stated that Mr Liatis had 
informed the Archbishop of his talks with Mr Macmillan, that com- 
plete identity of views between the Greek Government and the Eth- 
narchy had been confirmed, and that the Archbishop had asked \r 
Liatis to convey to the Greek Government his warm thanks for its 
active support and co-operation in the struggle of the Cyprus people for 
self determination. 

At Kyrenia a Government bailiff was found shot dead outside his 
home. 

28 Dec.—It was announced that a British lance-corporal had been 
missing since 19 December. 

29 Dec.—Building labourers and newspaper printers in Nicosia 
came out on a twenty-four-hour strike in support of Enosis and the 
release of the detainees, mostly Communist. 

A British soldier was injured by a terrorist bomb attack in Nicosia. 

Greek Foreign Minister’s statement on Liatis mission (see Greece). 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 23 Dec.—Bratislava Radio announced that 
Dr Lev Sychrava, a survivor of the Masaryk-Benes group who had 
been living in exile in England, had returned to Czechoslovakia. 


EGYPT. 12 Dec.—British statement on resignation of Governor- 
General of the Sudan and appointment of successor (see Great Britain). 
14 Dec.—Border incident (see Israel). 
15 Dec.—The Sudan. The Government informed the British 
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Government that it supported the Sudanese desire for an all-Sudanese 
council to carry out the duties of the Governor-General pending self- 
determination. 

16 Dec.—Egyptian letter to Security Council re Israeli attack on 
Syria (see United Nations, Security Council). 

‘17 Dec.—Anglo-American offer of help for Assouan Dam (see 
United States). 

18 Dec.—Roman Catholic Church. The Roman Catholic Bishop 

of Lower Egypt, the Greek Catholic Bishop of Egypt, and a number of 
riests were arrested but later released after the intervention of the 
Apostolic Inter-Nuncio. 

A proclamation read out and posted up in Catholic churches said that 
as a protest against the Government’s new law on personal status, due to 
come into force on 1 January, all Catholic churches would be closed on 
Christmas Eve and the customary Christmas services not held. 

19 Dec.—Sudan. Declaration of independence (see Sudan). 

The Minister of the Interior announced that Egypt had decided to 
respond to the wishes of the Sudanese people expressed in the Sudanese 
Parliament. 

20 Dec.—Border Incident. An Egyptian report said that three 
Israelis and one Egyptian had been killed in fighting south of Gaza on 
19 December after an Israeli force had crossed the truce line and at- 
tacked an Egyptian patrol (see also Israel). 

Visit of Major Salem to Sudan (see Sudan). 

26 Dec.—Saudi Arabia. An official statement issued after the return 
of General Amer, War Minister and Commander-in-Chief, and Dr 
Fawzi, Foreign Minister, from Saudi Arabia, said that King Saud had 
agreed that General Amer should command the joint forces of the two 
countries under the provisions of the Egypt-Saudi Arabia mutual 
defence agreement. 

27 Dec.—United States. Colonel Nasser, Prime Minister, talked 
with Mr Byroade, the American Ambassador, regarding the question of 
U.S. aid for the high dam scheme at Assouan. 

Israeli proposal for Egypt-Israel conference (see Israel). 

28 Dec.—President Tito of Yugoslavia arrived for a ten-day State 
visit. 

General Burns’s communiqué on Egypt-Israel tension (see /srael). 


ETHIOPIA. 14 Dec.—President Tito of Yugoslavia arrived in Addis 
Ababa on an official visit. 


FINLAND. 11 Dec.—U.S.S.R. Russian and Finnish representatives 
signed an air agreement under which Finland became the first non- 
Communist country allowed to fly its own aircraft into Soviet territory. 


FORMOSA. 18 Dec.—The Nationalist Air Force claimed to have sunk 
one Chinese Communist landing craft off Tungshan, and to have dam- 


aged three other vessels. 
Nationalist reports said that nearly 300,000 ‘intellectuals’ had been 
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Formosa (continued) 
arrested in Communist China during 1955 in a purge of anti-Com. 
munists. 

22 Dec.—The Defence Ministry announced that Chinese Com. 
munist guns had fired more than 300 shells at Quemoy. 

29 Dec.—Quemoy. The Nationalist Defence Ministry said that fo; 
the third consecutive day Chinese Communist artillery had shelled 
Quemoy. 


FRANCE. 9 Dec.—Spanish criticism of French policy (see Spain). 

Radical Party Split. M. Faure sent a letter to the secretary-genera 
of the Radical Party, in which he accused the new management of the 
party of ‘authoritarian methods and process of intimidation’. 

M. Mendés-France announced the expulsion of eight leading 
members of the Radical Party for refusing to resign from M. Faure’s 
rival Rally of the Republican Left (R.G.R.). Those expelled included 
M. René Mayer, chairman of the High Authority of the European Coal 
and Steel Community. 

14 Dec.—The Saar. Following discussions on the Saar between 
M. Pinay, Foreign Minister, and Herr von Brentano, Federal German 
Foreign Minister, in the intervals of W.E.U. and N.A.T.O. meetings, a 
joint statement announced that the Ministers had agreed that the two 
Governments should negotiate in January a settlement of Saar questions 
in the spirit of the Rhéndorf declaration of 13 November. 

15 Dec.—Three-Power Meeting of Foreign Ministers. Th: 
Foreign Ministers of Britain, France, and the United States, who were 
in Paris for the N.A.T.O. Council meeting, met at the Quai d’Orsay. 
It was afterwards announced that they had agreed that a joint effort 
should be made to help finance the Aswan Dam and that the balance 
between the deliveries of arms to Israel and Egypt should be maintained. 

22 Dec.—Algeria. The Government decided to send 60,000 more 
troops to Algeria, and also to send a fact-finding mission there. 

26 Dec.—Algeria. M. Faure, speaking in Paris, outlined his Algerian 
policy. He spoke of a ‘federal formula’ for the oversea territories, leading 
to self-government ‘within a general framework which cannot then be 
dislocated’. but for Algeria he rejected the federal solution, supporting 
a policy of total integration reached by stages leading to a single electoral 
college which would send 50 or 100 Muslim deputies to the National 
Assembly. 

M. Mendés-France, speaking at Lyon, said that in Algeria there 
should be a reciprocal agreement between the populations living there. 
There must be an end to the economic and military feudal interests, 
which only thought about perpetual repression. The only possible 
solution was negotiation with those with whom they were fighting and 
not with those who carried no credit. He promised, if he and his allies 
were returned, to hold free and honest elections in Algeria within six 
months. The Muslim and European electoral colleges would need to be 
put on a footing of equality. He finally proposed that the next Prime 
Minister should take over the Algerian question and establish himself 
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in Algeria for as long as was necessary to overcome opposition of all sorts. 

27 Dec.—A new wage agreement was signed by the directors of the 
nationalized mining industry and the two big non-Communist trade 
unions. It provided for wage increases for 250,000 miners, and other 
benefits, and an agreement not to resort to strikes or lock-outs until all 
possibilities of conciliation had been exhausted. 

29 Dec.—The Government confirmed a report published in M. 
Mendés-France’s paper L’Express, that in August a French auxiliary 
was alleged to have been bribed by a news photographer working for an 
American film company to shoot in cold blood a suspected Arab 
terrorist in Algeria. The photograph subsequently appeared in the 
October issue of Life. The Government statement said that legal pro- 
ceedings were being opened against the photographer and that the 
auxiliary would be tried by court-martial. 

30 Dec.—M. Chassagne, a Fox Movietone photographer, denied at a 
press conference charges that he had offered a bribe to a French 
auxiliary policeman to shoot an Algerian suspect in cold blood. 

A Government statement withdrew the charge made against M. 


Chassagne. 


GERMANY. 8 Dec.—West Germany. Austria. The Federal Govern- 
ment, in a Note to the Austrian Government, recognized the perpetual 
neutrality of Austria. 

Budget. The Federal German Finance Minister, Dr Schiffer, pre- 
sented the Budget for 1956~7 in the Bundestag. Revenue and expendi- 


ture were balanced at 32,600 m. marks (about {2,800 m.), which was an 
increase of 2,000 m. marks on the current figure. He estimated a record 
expenditure on the social services of 21,700 m. marks. Taxes were re- 
duced to the extent of 1,400 m. marks. 

Poland. The President of the west German Red Cross announced 
that the Polish Government had agreed to allow between 800 and 1,000 
Germans to return to the Federal Republic each month from Poland, 
from the beginning of January 1956. The Poles had declined to discuss 
the repatriation of 715 Germans charged with war crimes until dip- 
lomatic relations were established between Bonn and Warsaw. 

9 Dec.—East Germany. Frontier Control. The east German 
Government announced that the transfer from the Soviet to east 
German authorities of control of the east German and east Berlin 
borders for which the Moscow treaty provided had come into effect on 
1 December. 

West Germany. Attitude to East German Government. A 
spokesman of the west German Foreign Ministry re-stated at a press 
conference the Federal Government’s determination to break off 
diplomatic relations with any country which established diplomatic 
relations with eastern Germany and not to enter into relations with any 
country which already had a diplomatic mission in east Berlin. An 
exception had been made in the case of the Soviet Union in the interests 
of promoting German unity. 

Poland. The spokesman rejected the ‘pressure’ from the Polish 
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7 
Germany (continued) 
Government to consider an offer for the release of Germans detained jp 
Poland for alleged war crimes in return for diplomatic relations with 
Bonn. 
East Germany. Atomic Research. An east German ‘scientif, 
council’ for atomic research was constituted under the chairmanship 


of the Nobel prizewinner, Professor Gustav Hertz. 

10 Dec.—Berlin. The Soviet military authorities returned two Pr 
United States soldiers who had been detained in east Berlin on - 
December for alleged assault. B 

12 Dec.—-Berlin. Communist Demonstration. West Berlin 
police detained 370 Communists after a demonstration and a clash with 7 
the police in which two policemen were injured. The Communists t 
had entered west Berlin to protest against a Stalhelm meeting which had 
in fact been cancelled. . 

West Germany. Return of German Prisoners. A group of {ifty- 
three German civilians and four Austrian former prisoners of war 2 


arrived in west Berlin. They were the first to be released since repatria. J 
tion was stopped by the Russians in October without explanation, H 
Attempts had been made at the Soviet reception camp in east Germany 
to persuade the fifty-seven to stay in east Germany. 


13 Dec.—Inter-zonal Trade Agreement. The east German p 
Ministry of Trade announced the conclusion of new inter-zonal trade ic 
agreements for 1956 to the value of about £165 m., i.e. about the same & th 
as that estimated for 1955. Bp: 


Return of Prisoners. Another batch of about 600 former prisoners 
of war in the Soviet Union arrived in west Germany. 

Dr John. The Federal Government announced that Dr Otto John, FF ¢ 
former head of the Federal German office for the protection of the C 
constitution, who defected to east Germany in July 1954, had ‘taken 
refuge in the Federal Republic’ and had placed himself at the disposal - 
of the security group of the Federal Criminal Office. ha 

14 Dec.—Status of Berlin. The three western Ambassadors in Bonn Fj, 
received replies from Mr Pushkin, the Soviet Ambassador in Berlin, 
to their protests of 1 December (see No. 23, pp. 792-3). Mr Pushkin 
informed them that in accordance with the Moscow treaty of 20 Sep- 
tember ‘the German Democratic Republic exercises full and entire 


jurisdiction on her sovereign territory’, and he referred in particular ag 
to the passage in the treaty which mentioned Berlin as an area over on 
which the east German authorities exercised ‘surveillance and control’. Fj, 
Mr Pushkin rejected the western protests against the detention of the | 
two American Congressmen saying that they had broken aneast German J ,, 
law and that this came ‘fully and entirely within the competence of the Fg, 


People’s Police in east Berlin’. On the issue of the four-Power status of 
Berlin, Mr Pushkin quoted passages from the Moscow treaty including — 
one in which the Soviet authorities reserved the right to control allied Fp, 
military traffic between Berlin and west Germany ‘temporarily, until on 
the conclusion of a requisite agreement’. 
Franco-German statement on the Saar (see France). 


| 
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16 Dec.—Status of Berlin. In identical replies to the letter of 14 
December of Mr Pushkin, Soviet Ambassador in east Germany, the 
three western diplomatic representatives in Bonn reiterated their 
contention that the Soviet Government was responsible for the obliga- 
tions assumed by it under quadripartite agreements on Germany and 
Berlin, including the grant to the western Powers of the right of free 
movement in Berlin and free access to the city. 

17 Dec.—Berlin. The east German authorities closed exits to west 
Berlin from two of the main elevated railway stations—Potsdamerplatz 
and the Stettiner—on the borders of the Russian sector. Entrance to the 
western sector from the stations was still possible but only by passing 
through east German guards. 

20 Dec.—West German-Italian agreement on recruitment of Italian 
labour for Germany (see Jtaly). 

Berlin. The deputy Soviet commandant handed to the American 
authorities in Berlin a claim for compensation amounting to 12,576 
marks on behalf of Herr Werner Lierck, an east Berlin cabaret artist, in 
respect of injuries alleged to have been received in an assault by Private 
Holden, an American soldier. 

[On 19 December a court-martial had acquitted Private Holden 
and a comrade of disorderly conduct after their counsel had pleaded 
self-defence and extreme provocation. | 

Christmas Parcels. The east Berlin National Zeitung said that more 
than 600 Christmas parcels had been confiscated in Berlin during the 
past twenty-four hours because they had been sent by firms and other 
organizations in west Berlin and the Federal Republic. 

22 Dec.—West Germany. Communism. The Ministry of All- 
German Affairs issued a warning against the increasing activity of 
Communists in key branches of industry. 

East Germany. Release of Prisoners. The east German Govern- 
ment announced its decision to release 2,616 ‘war criminals’ previously 
handed over by Russia. Another 269 convicted of serious crimes were 
having to serve their full terms. 

23 Dec.—Dr John. Dr Otto John was arrested at Wiesbaden. 

Netherlands statement on war criminals (see Netherlands). 

25 Dec.—Sino-east German treaty of friendship (see China). 

27 Dec.—East Germany. East Germany and Russia signed an 
agreement under which east Germany would build ships and other 
craft for the Soviet Union in exchange for ‘certain important raw 

materials’. 

Soviet forces handed over to the east German Government stores 
and shops previously run by the Soviet forces for the exclusive use of 

_ Soviet personnel. 
29 Dec.—Meeting of east German and Soviet leaders (see U.S.S.R.). 
3¢ Dec.—The east Berlin Neue Zeit announced that Herr Kurt 
_ Brandenburg, district secretary of the east German Christian Demo- 
_ cratic Union at Bernau, near Berlin, and three other Christian Demo- 
_ crats had been sentenced to long terms of hard labour by the Potsdam 
_ district court for alleged war propaganda. 
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GOA. 24 Dec.—Twenty-five armed Indians entered Goa and attacke, 
a Portuguese police patrol at Chandel in Pernem municipality. Hang to 
hand fighting ensued but no casualties were reported. 

29 Dec.—It was reported that a group of fifteen armed Indians haq 
provoked disorders near the Devalaia (Hindu temple) of Ibrampur jp 
Pernem municipality. Five hand grenades were thrown, but there were 
no casualties. 


GOLD COAST. 23 Dec.—Bourne Report. The report of Sir Freder- 
ick Bourne, constitutional adviser to the Gold Coast, was published, 
It recommended a very substantial transfer of power from the centre to 
the regions, and suggested that a regional assembly should be estab. 
lished in any region where a majority of the district councils desired jt. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 9 Dec.—Singapore. Mr David Marshall, Chief 
Minister of Singapore, arrived in London for discussions with the 
Colonial Secretary. 

12 Dec.—Sudan. The Foreign Office announced that Sir Knox 
Helm, Governor-General of the Sudan, wished to resign for personal 
reasons. The Egyptian Government had been informed that it was not 
intended to nominate another British candidate, and consultations were 
taking place with the Egyptian Government on the steps to be taken, 

Statement by King Saud on Buraimi Oasis (see Saudi Arabia). 

Middle East. Opening a debate on the Middle East in the Commons, 
Mr Macmillan, Foreign Secretary, said that it was not surprising in view 
of the resistance to Communism in the West and a temporary lull in the 
Far East, that the struggle for power had developed in the Middle East, 
for there the situation was still fluid. With new weapons continually 
taking the place of old, the Russians had a large quantity of arms which 
were obsolete in terms of global war but of the greatest importance and 
value in the balance of power in the Middle East. Because of their 
centralized economic system it was easy for them to undersell any 
western firm and, in addition, they were able to use barter on a con- 
siderable scale. All these advantages they were prepared to use ruth- 
lessly and cynically for political, military, and strategic aims. They were 
not trying to solve the Middle East problem but to make it utterly in- 
soluble. They were trying to open up a new front, the serious character 
of which he would not try to conceal. The Government were against 
sending a balancing supply of arms to Israel; to enter on an arms race 
against Soviet resources would be foolish. They believed the answer 
was to concentrate on a final settlement. General Burns was trying to 
ensure the carrying out of the Security Council resolution of 8 Septem- 
ber for the separation of forces in the Gaza strip and the proposals of 
3 November for dealing with the situation in the demilitarized zone. 
Admirable as these efforts were, Mr Macmillan was not convinced that 
the United Nations was the right machinery at the moment to convert 
the truce into a peace. From his recent talks with Mr Molotov he did 
not think that four-Power discussions would be a prudent course. s 
for the proposal for a general embargo on arms, this would conflict 
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with the tripartite declaration, and what hope was there that the Soviet 
bloc would take part? What was urgently needed was a final settlement, 
and for this purpose he thought the Prime Minister’s Guildhall speech 
(see No. 22, p. 764-5) calling for a compromise had been singularly well- 
timed. Of course Russia would try to impede a settlement and keep 
alive hatreds. He did not think that a new security guarantee for Israel, 
as had been suggested in many quarters, was the best contribution 
Britain could make. The crying need of the Middle East was a settle- 
ment. 

Sir Anthony Eden, Prime Minister, winding up the debate, referred 
to the attacks made on Britain by the Russian leaders while in India 
and Burma, and in reply recalled that under the Colombo Plan $450 m. 
had been spent by the Commonwealth countries since 1951 in those 
very countries. He commented that the Russian speeches were all the 
more remarkable since they were made in countries with which Britain 
had the friendliest relations and whose independence Britain had 
allowed and would always respect. He asked how could there be true 
co-existence with Communism, since fundamental Communist policy 
aimed at world domination; the West, he said, would never accept 
Communism or it presumably could not accept the parliamentary sys- 
tem in which it believed. The Government were always willing to try 
and work this thing out, but co-existence, to succeed, must be a two- 
way traffic and equal tolerance and understanding had to be shown on 
either side. ‘Abuse of our friends would only strengthen our loyalty, 
and abuse of ourselves would only strengthen our determination.’ 

Emphasizing the need for a settlement in the Middle East, he said 
that in his Guildhall speech he had tried to make both sides realize 
that conditions could not go on indefinitely as they were without the 
danger of war increasing and that they must turn their minds to peace. 
He had said that the two sides must move from their fixed positions and 
had urged a compromise without attempting to prescribe a specific 
concession. The Government believed that the possibility of a settle- 
ment did exist, and there was no question of pressure from Britain 
on another country to extract a particular concession. Britain stood by 
the tripartite declaration and was ready to carry out jointly with her 
allies the sharing of responsibility for any action taken. The Govern- 
ment had made a number of approaches to see if discussions with 
Russia on the situation were possible, but the answer they got was ‘not 
at all in the Geneva spirit’. Sir Anthony Eden added that Israel was not, 
in his belief, at a military disadvantage in relation to any Arab State, 
or indeed, to any combination of Arab States who were on her frontier. 

13 Dec.—Labour Party. Mr Hugh Gaitskell was elected leader of 
the Parliamentary Labour Party in succession to Mr Attlee. He received 
157 votes against 70 for Mr Bevan and 40 for Mr Morrison. 

15 Dec.—Israel. The Israeli Ambassador was informed at the 
Foreign Office of the grave view taken by the British Government of 


_ the recent large-scale Israeli attack on Syrian posts near Lake Tiberias. 


16 Dec.—Malta. The report of the round table conference on Malta 


was published (Cmd. 9657, S.O. 18. 6d.). It said that most of the 
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Great Britain (continued) 

members of the commission found the Maltese Government's proposa| 
for Maltese representation at Westminster ‘practicable and reasonab|.’ 
and it recommended acceptance of the proposal subject to its prio; 
acceptance by the Maltese people. It also recommended that there shculd 
by three Maltese M.P.s in the British House of Commons, who should 
be elected in the same way and under the same electoral laws as mem. 
bers from the United Kingdom. (‘Two of the seventeen members of the 
conference disagreed with the proposed representation, but agreed with 
the rest of the report.) 

The report referred to the profound disagreement between the 
political parties in Malta on the constitutional question, and recorded 
the strong opposition of the Malta Nationalist Party to the proposal for 
representation at Westminster and its view that Maltese aspirations for 
self-government should be fulfilled in the direction of dominion status, 
The commission’s attitude was that the road to full self-government was 
blocked because of the need for the Parliament at Westminster to 
exercise overriding powers in defence and foreign affairs in order ty 
maintain the defence of Malta and the facilities necessary for its role as a 
N.A.T.O. base. 

Further recommendations in the report were: (1) that the Maltese 
Parliament’s legislative authority should extend to all matters other than 
defence, foreign affairs, and, ultimately, direct taxation; (2) that 
responsibility for Maltese affairs in London should be transferred to the 
Home Secretary and that a United Kingdom agency should be set up in 
Malta to carry out decisions of H.M. Government in defence and 
foreign affairs and to collaborate with the Maltese Government in 
matters of joint concern; (3) that the existing list of reserved matters 
should be reviewed, and that the Governor should no longer have dis- 
cretion to ignore the advice of Maltese Ministers in matters of their con- 
cern; (4) the establishment of three advisory and consultative com- 
mittees—(a) in place of the Nominated Council, a Defence Council 
under the chairmanship of the Governor, of which the Maltese Prime 
Minister, the U.K. representative in Malta, and the heads of the 
services in Malta would be members; (0) a committee to deal with 
economic and financial problems, presided over by a Maltese Minister 
and including representatives of the services and the United Kingdom 
agency; (c) a joint Ministeral committee to meet in London, presided 
over by a U.K. Minister. 

The report also emphasized the need for a concerted drive to strength- 
en the Maltese non-military economy and recommended as the first 
essential improvement of the water supply and other basic services. I 
said that there should be a clear understanding between the two 
Governments about the maximum of financial assistance given by the 
U.K. Government over a period of years. 

Singapore. The talks between Mr Lennox-Boyd, Colonial Secretary, 
and Mr Marshall, Chief Minister of Singapore, were concluded. It was 
provisionally agreed that constitutional discussions between the British 
Government and a Singapore delegation should begin in London on 
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23 April 1956, and that the agenda should be: (1) a definition of internal 
self-government; (2) a date for its introduction; (3) the structure of the 

| Legislative Assembly; (4) the future of the public service; (5) external 
relations and external defence; (6) any other business. 

17 Dec.—Russian Policy. Mr Macmillan, Foreign Secretary, in a 
party political broadcast, charged the Soviet Union with trying to make 

| asolution to the arms race in the Middle East ‘altogether insoluble’ and 
attributed the failure of the recent Geneva conference to the fact that the 
Russians were afraid of exposing their doctrine or institutions to a 
' critical examination. He said that it was impossible for Britain to con- 
' template the abolition of H-bomb tests, but ‘tests can be regulated and 
' limited, and no doubt this will be discussed between the three coun- 
' tries’ (i.e. United States, Britain, and the Soviet Union). Referring to the 
stalemate in the West, he said: ‘If we stand firm and keep the pressure 
up I believe the Russians will be forced to get out of Germany’. 
19 Dec.—The Sudan. Declaration of independence (see Sudan). 
The Government welcomed the declaration of independence by the 
- Sudanese Parliament. 

20 Dec.—Government Reorganization. A reorganization of the 
Government involving the appointment of four new Ministers and a 
reshuffle of certain posts was announced. The changes were as follows: 
Lord Privy Seal and Leader of the House of Commons, Mr Butler (for- 

' merly Chancellor of the Exchequer); Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr 


| Macmillan (formerly Foreign Secretary); Foreign Secretary, Mr 


Selwyn Lloyd, Q.C. (formerly Defence); Labour and National Service, 
Mr Iain Macleod (formerly Health); Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster, Lord Selkirk (formerly Paymaster-General); Air, Mr Nigel 
Birch (formerly Works); Pensions and National Insurance, Mr Boyd- 


' Carpenter (formerly Transport and Civil Aviation); Health, Mr 


Turton; Transport and Civil Aviation, Mr Watkinson; Fuel and Power, 
Mr Aubrey Jones; Works, Mr Buchan-Hepburn. 

The resignations of the following were announced: Lord Woolton 
(Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster); Mr Crookshank (Lord Privy 
Seal), Mr Peake (Pensions and National Insurance), Lord de L’Isle and 
Dudley (Air), Mr Geoffrey Lloyd (Fuel and Power), and Mr Hopkinson 


. (Minister of State for Colonial Affairs). 


Territorial Army. The Minister for War, Mr Head, announced in 
the Commons the Government’s decision to keep only two Territorial 
divisions at full scale—to meet N.A.T.O. commitments—and to re- 
organize the Reserve Army which would continue as a military force 
with a fighting capacity. A considerable number of Army Emergency 
Reserve units would be cut, and the Home Guard would be placed on a 
teserve basis. 


_ 21Dec.—Jordan. Lord John Hope. Under-Secretary, Foreign Office, 


‘in a statement in the House, said it seemed likely that the disturbances 


‘in Jordan were deliberately incited by misrepresentation of the Jordan 

vernment’s policy from outside Jordan, especially in connection with 
‘the Baghdad Pact. He gave details of four attacks on British personnel 
‘and property in one of which a British sergeant was injured. 


s 
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22 Dec.—Indian-British atomic agreement (see India). 

27 Dec.—Anglo-Spanish trade and payments agreement (see Spain), 

The Admiralty announced that a special squadron of the Royal Nayy 
would participate in the third series of tests of British atomic weapons 
in the area of the Monte Bello islands, north-west of Australia. 

28 Dec.—Grenada. It was announced that the Government had 
agreed to make available to the Government of Grenada up to £3, 500,00, 
towards the cost of rehabilitation after the recent hurricane, of which 
£2 m. would be a free gift and £1,500,000 a loan. 

Sentence of ‘British spies’ in Poland (see Poland). 

29 Dec.—Anglo-Belgian talks on arms export (see Belgium). 

Recall of Middle East Envoys. It was announced that Mr Selwyy | 
Lloyd, the Foreign Secretary, was recalling to London the British tes 
envoys in Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Jordan, Israel, Saudi Arabia, De 
and the Persian Gulf for a conference on 4 and 5 January. 

30 Dec.—Somaliland. The Colonial Office issued a White Paper pal 
Grants-in-aid of the Administration of the Somaliland Protectoran J sor 


(S.O. Cd. 9666, price 6d.). It provided for a new system of financial Fe ; 
control involving the creation of a Somaliland reserve fund. ‘Bal 

Jordan. The Treasury announced that the Government intended t) J ¢ 
ask parliamentary approval for increases in the scale of British military J por 
and economic assistance to Jordan for 1956-7. The proposals would J Co: 


provide for an increase in assistance of £950,000, bringing the total for JB nat 
the year to {12,550,000 against {11,600,000 for 1955-6, the subsidy for FF not 


the Arab Legion (included in the total) being increased from £8,750,00 #1 
to £9,200,000. The aid for civil purposes of {2,250,000 would be used J Sal 
for the construction of a deep water port at Akaba (£500,000) for B 2 


building a road from Amman to Ma’an (£700,000), and on supporting J con 
co-operative societies and village credit schemes, and on building and anx 
maintaining civil airports ({1,050,000). It was also proposed to increase J offi 


from {£750,000 to at least {1,100,000 Britain’s grant-in-aid to meet J in§ 
Jordan’s budgetary deficit, of which £350,000 would be spent on the FF was 
National Guard. 2 

31 Dec.—Arms Exports. The Foreign Office announced an urgent obje 
investigation into the issue of export licences for surplus war materials J Mal 


and the imposition of a ban on their export. A statement said tha J Go, 
licences had not been issued for the export of any significant quantita J Arc 
of surplus war material for several months and none for tanks. to t 


GREECE. 12 Dec.—Turkey. The Naval Staff announced that the J of a 
Prime Minister had protested to the Turkish Government against the F the 
‘criminal behaviour’ of the Turkish authorities towards the crew of : 
Greek fishing boat which had been captured in Turkish waters near et 
Castellorizo Island. Turkish coastguards were said to have fired on th F stud 
boat killing one of the crew and wounding another. The Prime Ministe: F urgi 
had ordered naval protection to be given to the fishing fleet in th J cour 
eastern Aegean and reprisals to be inflicted on any Turkish fishing boats § the « 
found in Greek waters. » due 
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14 Dec.—Cyprus. Protest to Britain. ‘The Prime Minister announc- 
ed that a protest had been made to Britain against the killing of a Greek 
woman and the wounding of her daughter at a road block in Cyprus on 
13 December. 

“16 Dec.—An explosion on the premises of the British Council 
Institute in Athens caused damage but no casualties. 

17 Dec.—Salonica Outrage. A judicial commission of inquiry into 
the dynamite outrage at the Turkish Consulate in Salonika on 5-6 Sep- 
tember announced that the Turkish Consul-General, Mr Balin, the 
Vice-Consul, Mr Kalp, and a Muslim Greek law student named 
Eghin were the ‘moral instigators’ of the outrage and Mehmet Hassan 
Oglu, Turkish watchman at the Consulate, the ‘actual perpetrator’. 

Great Britain. It was learned that the British Government had pro- 

tested about the outrage at the Institute of English Studies on 16 
December. 

19 Dec.—Police in Athens broke up groups of students attempting to 
parade with anti-British banners. Four policemen were injured and 
some students arrested. 

22 Dec.—Turkish statement on Greek conditions for participation in 
Balkan conference (see Turkey). 

Communist Arrests. The Under-Secretary for the Interior an- 


- nounced the seizure of a secret wireless transmitter, the arrest of its 


_ Communist operator, and the confiscation of documents of ‘supreme 
national importance’. The arrest of eleven other Communists was an- 
nounced by the police. 

Turkish statement on judicial proceedings in connection with 
Salonica outrage (see Turkey). 

23 Dec.—Turkey. Salonica Bomb Outrage. The Foreign Ministry 
confirmed that on 21 December the Turkish Ambassador had expressed 
anxiety in connection with the accusation that the Turkish consular 


' officials in Salonica were the ‘moral instigators’ of the dynamite outrage 


in Salonica. He had been assured by the Foreign Minister that the affair 
was in the hands of the justiciary which was unprejudiced. 

29 Dec.—Cyprus. Mr Theotokis, Foreign Minister, said that the 
object of the mission of Mr Liatis to Cyprus was to inform Archbishop 
Makarios of the latest Anglo-Greek talks, both in Paris and Athens. The 


_ Government thought that a resumption of direct talks between the 


Archbishop and Sir John Harding was preferable to lodging an appeal 
to the United Nations, which would only be discussed at the next 
session of the General Assembly. Mr Theotokis deplored the attitude 
of a section of the press which, he said, seemed not to realize that 


_ the Cyprus problem could be solved through negotiation and nothing 


‘else. 

_ 30 Dec.—Bulgaria. Mr Theotokis said that the Government was 
studying a memorandum received from the Bulgarian Government 
urging the resumption of full diplomatic relations between the two 
_ countries. The memorandum suggested the payment by Bulgaria after 
’ the exchange of Ministers, of an advance on the $45 m. war reparations 
due to Greece. 
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HUNGARY. 14 Dec.—Literary Deviationism. It was learned from 
the latest issue of Jrodalmi Ujsag, the organ of the Hungarian writers’ 
association, that at a meeting of the writers’ association on 10 November 
certain authors had attacked the party and the ‘people’s democracy’ 
and had resigned from the praesidium of the association, and tha 
subsequently the central committee of the Hungarian Workers’ Party 
had passed a resolution condemning ‘right deviationist manifestations jn 
literature’. 


INDIA. 8 Dec.—U.S.S.R. A team of Soviet steel experts, headed by the 
Deputy Minister of Iron and Steel, arrived in Delhi. ; 

9 Dec.—Visit of Soviet leaders to Kashmir (see Kashmir). 

10 Dec.—Goa. The right-wing Hindu Mahasabha staged a demon- 
stration in front of the United States Embassy in Delhi in protest 
against Mr Dulles’s description of Goa as a Portuguese province. About 
500 people took part. 

1x Dec.—The Praja Socialist Party and the Hindu Mahasabha 
staged further demonstrations in front of the United States Embassy. 
About 100 people participated. 

12 Dec.—Foreign Investment. Mr Krishnamachari, Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, said in an address to the Associated Chambers 
of Commerce (a representative body of British business interests) that 
India accepted help from whatever quarter it came so long as it was not 
tied to any political strings. If India changed her international policies 
she could get aid in almost fantastic proportions, but ‘we refused that 
type of aid from one quarter, and we are not likely to accept similar aid 
for a similar consideration from any other quarter’. The real test of 
international interest in India, he said, lay not in the giving of doles 
but in the sharing of technical knowledge and materials in short 
supply and in helping the industrialization of India. 

Saudi Arabia: Buraimi Dispute. King Saud, who was on a visit to 
India, declared in Bombay that if he failed to have ‘a peaceful settlement’ 
of the Buraimi Oasis dispute it would be his duty to defend the rights 
of his kingdom in every possible way. He claimed that the oasis had 
been an integral part of his kingdom for over 250 years, and said that he 
wished to try all diplomatic channels to settle the dispute although it 
was difficult to restrain the enthusiasm of his people to reoccupy the 
oasis. In a reference to the Baghdad Pact, he said that Iraq had done 
great harm to Arab unity by joining it. 

13 Dec.—Mr Khrushchev and Goa. Mr Khrushchev referred in 
Delhi to western criticisms of some of his speeches, and said that he did 
not want to create conflict between India and the United States or the 
United Kingdom, but he insisted that Goa must go ‘to the people to 
whom it belongs’. 

Indian-Soviet Statement. A joint statement was issued, signed by 
Mr Nehru and Marshal Bulganin. It reiterated the conviction that 
international relations should be governed by the ‘five principles’ of co- 
existence, and said that although the Foreign Ministers’ conference at 
Geneva had not led to agreements or fulfilled expectations it had led toa 
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clearer understanding of problems and the basic fact remained that the 
problems could be solved only by peaceful methods if war was ruled out. 
The disappointment at the result of the conference need only be 
temporary, therefore, and every effort should continue to be made to 
relax tension, relying solely on negotiation for the settlement of differ- 
ences. The statement urged the admission of the Chinese People’s 
Republic to the United Nations, satisfaction of the legitimate rights of 
the Chinese People’s Republic in regard to the coastal islands and 
Taiwan (Formosa), and a settlement of the Korea problem on the basis 
of the national rights of the Korean people and in accordance with the 
interests of peace in the Far East. It noted with regret that impediments 
had been placed in the way of carrying out the Geneva agreements in 
Vietnam and that difficulties had arisen in Laos, and urged all parties 
concerned to remove obstacles and co-operate fully in carrying out the 
provisions. 

The statement also called for positive, adequate, and early steps 
towards disarmament, the unconditional prohibition of the production 
and use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons and experiments with 
them, and a substantial reduction of conventional armaments with 
effective international control. Finally, it condemned the formation of 
military alliances or regional military blocs, looked forward to a regular 
exchange of visits and increasing economic co-operat‘on between India 
and the Soviet Union, and noted that the visit of the Russian leaders 
was a significant event both for the promotion of closer Indian-Soviet 
relations and for the advancement of world peace. 

Indian-Soviet Economic Agreement. Attached to the joint state- 
ment was an announcement on economic relations which said that 
India would purchase from Russia 1 m. tons of steel during the next 
three years—300,000 tons in 1956, and 350,000 in 1957 and 1958—the 
terms and conditions to be settled in negotiations. India would also buy 
oil equipment, mining, and other equipment. Russia would substantially 
increase purchases of both raw materials and manufactured goods from 
India. It was hoped that the total value of purchases, including sums for 
the maintenance of Soviet official organizations in India, would be 
equal to the value of goods purchased by India from Russia. Regular 
shipping services between the two countries would be organized. 

14 Dec.—Marshal Bulganin and Mr Khrushchev left India for 
Kabul, Afghanistan. 

At the airport before their departure Mr Nehru told the crowd that 
the rapprochement with the Soviet Union was very important but it did 
not mean that India had drifted away from any other country. 

The Russian leaders read out a long prepared statement in which 
inter alia, they referred to a suggestion of the Hindustan Times that the 
Soviet Union should disarm to set an example to the western Powers. 
They said this was impossible at a time when other countries were not 
only showing no intention of disarming but were announcing their 
intention of increasing their armaments. To start unilateral disarma- 
ment would be stupid and harmful to all peace-loving countries. Until 
an agreement was reached the Soviet Union was compelled to strengthen 
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India (continued) 
its defensive capacity and produce atomic and hydrogen weapons. Th. 
statement again endorsed the Indian stand on Goa and Kashmir, 

15 Dec.—Baghdad Pact. Mr Nehru told Parliament that India ha 
expressed her regret to the British Government at their decision to join 
the Baghdad Pact. 

China. It was announced that China had offered to sell 60,000 tons of 
steel to India. 

16 Dec.—Portuguese Foreign Minister’s statement on Goa (<¢; 
Portugal). 

18 Dec.—Great Britain. President Prasad said he could claim thy 
relations with Britain had never been so good during the past 250 years 
as they were ‘today’. 

20 Dec.—Naga Revolt. It was announced in Parliament that 2;{ 
people had been killed and sixty-eight wounded while troops restored 
order recently in the Naga tribal area on the north-east frontier. The 
disorders had arisen from a demand by tribesmen for an independent 
State. 

Goa. About 1,000 people demonstrated before the U.S. consulate in 
Calcutta in protest against the recent U.S.-Portuguese statement 
referring to Goa as ‘a Portuguese province’. 

22 Dec.—Indian-British Atomic Agreement. An agreement wa 
announced providing for close co-operation and mutual assistance be- 
tween the U.K. Atomic Energy Authority and the Indian Department 
of Atomic Energy in the peaceful development of atomic energy. 
Britain agreed to provide India with enriched uranium fuel for a 
atomic reactor under construction at Bombay. 

Note to United States re Goa (see United States). 

Announcement of Portuguese action against India in International 
Court (see Portugal). 

Maharashtra State. The Bombay municipal corporation voted by 
63 to nil in favour of a Praja Socialist Party resolution supporting the 
formation of a united Maharashtra state with Bombay city as the capital. 
Twenty Congress members defied the party whip and voted for the 
motion despite a threat of disciplinary action. Fifty loyal Congress 
members walked out in protest against a ruling of the Mayor which 
thwarted a Congress move to adjourn the debate. 

Letter of Prime Minister of Ceylon re Indians in Ceylon (see Ceylon), 

23 Dec.—Outer Mongolia. It was announced that India had 
established diplomatic relations with Outer Mongolia under an arrange- 
ment whereby the Indian Ambassador in Peking would also serve a 
Ambassador to Mongolia and the Mongolian Ambassador to Peking 
would also be accredited to India. 

27 Dec.—Mr Nehru, speaking at Coimbatore, reaffirmed India’ 
determination to pursue an independent policy at home and abroad. 
He referred to the ‘understandable attitude of the western countries’ t0 
the Soviet leaders’ recent visit and assured the West that the basis o! 
India’s outlook on widening her area of friendship was ‘our policy 0! 
neutrality and non-involvement’. 
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INDO-CHINA. 10 Dec.—South Vietnam. It was learned in Saigon 
that an offensive had been launched against Hoa Hao rebel forces in 
west Cochin China. 

Reports were current that the Hoa Hao leader, Ba Cut, had come to 
an agreement with the Viet Minh who had undertaken to provide him 
with arms and intelligence. 

16 Dec.—Cambodia. Prince Norodom Sihanouk, Prime Minister, 
announced that the Government was prepared to settle 10,000 Japanese 
farmers in Cambodia every year. 

20 Dec.—International Commission Report. The international 
commission for supervision and control (consisting of an Indian, a 
Canadian, and a Polish representative) published its fourth report. It 
said that by 20 July more than 890,000 refugees had moved from North 
to South Vietnam and about 4,250 had gone north, and that by 18 May 
it was obvious that most of those who wished to move had succeeded in 
doing so. 

A minority report by the Canadian representative accused the Viet 
Minh authorities of having frequently obstructed the commission’s 
mobile inspection teams. It said Communist soldiers were quartered in 
the homes of Roman Catholics to prevent them from getting in touch 
with the teams, and persons wanting to go south were often called from 
their homes and detained when the teams arrived. The report claimed 
that the hindrances were deliberately planned. 

25 Dec.—Laos. General elections were held in ten of the twelve 
provinces under Government control, and in those parts of the two 
northern provinces still under its control. 


INDONESIA. g Dec.—Netherlands-Indonesian conference (see 
Netherlands). 

14 Dec.—Fifty Air Force men stopped a military parade at gunpoint 
at an air base near Jakarta in protest against the installation of a new 
acting Air Force Chief of Staff. They surrounded the Prime Minister 
and other Ministers and withdrew only after a message had been read 
announcing the resignation of the new acting commander, Air Com- 
modore Suryadarma. 

The appointment of Vice-Commodore Sujono as acting Chief of 
Staff was later announced. He had been suspended since 1952 following 
a rebellion by part of the armed forces. 


IRAQ. rr Dec.—Jordan. An Iraqi-Jordan joint statement announced 
an agreement providing that Iraq should pay her share of 625,000 
dinars (£625,000) for financing the Jordan potash project as soon as the 
requisite company had been formed and its shares offered for sale. Iraq 
also undertook to lend 1 m. dinars for the financing of Jordan’s super- 
phosphate project. The agreement also provided for joint consultation 
on securing the necessary funds for financing other Jordan projects; 
the establishment in Jordan of branches of the industrial and agri- 


_ cultural Iraq banks; and an Iraqi contribution of 100,000 dinars for 


Jordan national guards. 
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Iraq (continued) 

14 Dec.—Offer of help to Syria (see Syria). 

18 Dec.—New Government. Nuri es Said formed a new Govern. 
ment which included three new Ministers, Abdul Rassoul Khalis 
(Social Affairs), Munir Alqadhi (Education), and Abdul Amir Alay; 
(Health). Four former Ministers were dropped, Ali Mahmud ( Develop. 
ment), Mohammed Hassan Salman (Health), Abdul Majid Mahmoy< 
(Minister of State), Colonel Shakir al Wadi (Social Affairs). 


ISRAEL. 11 Dec.—Jordan. Three Jordanians who crossed the frontie; 
near Eilat and failed to answer an Israeli challenge were shot at. Two 
were killed and the third taken prisoner. 

Syria. An Israeli report said that Syrian batteries had fired on Isra¢(; 
fishing boats on Lake Tiberias. 

12 Dec.—Retaliation Raid Against Syria. The Army authorities 
announced that during the night of 11 December Israeli units had raided 
and destroyed Syrian positions on the shores of Lake Tiberias in te. 
taliation for Syrian attacks on Israeli fishing boats and their police 
escorts. Fifty-five Syrians had been killed and twenty-nine captured, 
The Israeli losses were six dead and ten wounded. 

Syrian statement (see Syria). 

A statement by the headquarters of the U.N. truce supervisory 
organization in Jerusalem regretted Israel’s ‘retaliatory action’. 

14 Dec.—Shots were fired from Syrian territory at Israeli settlers 
near the border but there were no casualties. 

A minor shooting affray was reported from the Gaza border. 

15 Dec.—British expression of concern at attack on Syria (see Great 
Britain). 

16 Dec.—Security Council debate on Syrian complaint against 
Israel (see United Nations, Security Council). 

Syrian report of Israeli attack and Israeli denial (see Syria). 

19 Dec.—Israeli peace proposals (see United States). 

20 Dec.—Egyptian report of border incident (see Egypt). 

Egypt. An Israeli military spokesman said that Egyptians had opened 
fire on an Israeli patrol in the Gaza strip on 19 December but the patrol 
had not returned the fire. 

Syria. An Israeli report said that Syrians had fired on Israeli fisher- 
men on the Sea of Galilee in accordance with ‘standing orders from the 
highest military authority’. 

27 Dec.—Mr Ben Gurion, Prime Minister, informed General Burns 
that Israel accepted in principle Mr Hammarskjéld’s proposals for 
regulating the situation in the Auja demilitarized zone. An oflicial 
spokesman said that Israel desired that Egypt should agree to an 
‘unreserved cease-fire’ along the whole border and intended to propose 
the convocation of a conference under Article 12 of the armistice agree- 
ment with a view to contributing to the restoration of peace between 
Israel and Egypt. 

28 Dec.—A communiqué by General Burns stated that violations of 


the armistice by both Israel and Egypt had occurred. It added that F~ 
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Egypt had not yet formulated its final position on Mr Hammarskjéld’s 
roposals. 
. rs Dec.—Two Israeli civilians travelling in a car from Beersheba to 
Eilat were killed in an ambush near Sde Boker. 


ITALY. 9 Dec.—Liberal Party. More than thirty members of the left 
wing of the Liberal Party (i.e., approximately one-quarter of the party’s 
national council), together with several other prominent Liberals 
including Professor Arrangio-Ruiz, the party’s vice-president, resigned 
from the party, asserting that it was no longer liberal inanything but name. 

12 Dec.—The Liberal Party Congress voted by a large majority to 
continue collaboration with the Government. 

20 Dec.—Italian-West German Agreement. An agreement was 
signed in Rome to facilitate the employment of Italian labour in the 
German Federal Republic. It provided for the payment of family 
allowances and other social security benefits to Italians working in 
Germany, and also established a special commission to examine matters 
concerning their working conditions. The first recruitment was expected 
to take place in the spring of 1956. The agreement covered only workers 
recruited at the request of the German Government but it did not pre- 
clude recruitment by private firms. 

30 Dec.—Signor Andreotti, Finance Minister, told a meeting of 
Ministers that the yield on taxation in 1956 was expected to be about 
170,000 m. lire (about {100 m.) more than the estimate, bringing the 
total revenue to about 2,630,000 m. lire (about £1,500 m.). 


JAPAN. 8 Dec.—South Korea. The Cabinet decided to seek United 
States mediation in its dispute with South Korea about the ‘Rhee 
line’, and it also decided to refrain from sending armed patrol vessels to 
protect Japanese fishing vessels in the disputed area, so as not to in- 
crease tension between the two countries. In addition, it offered to ex- 
change 1,672 South Korean internees for the Japanese fishermen still 
detained in South Korea, and it called for a resumption of South 
Korean-Japanese negotiations to settle outstanding problems. 

18 Dec.—South Korean decision to end trade ban (see Korea). 

21 Dec.—President Rhee on South Korean-Japanese dispute (see 
Korea). 

Cotton Exports. The Ministry of International Trade announced 
that controls on exports of cotton goods to the United States would 


- come into force on 1 January 1956. 


22 Dec.—War Criminals. The Foreign Office announced that the 
United States had agreed to release on parole nine minor Japanese 


_ war criminals and that the British Government had agreed to release 


RR as Ai 


sixteen. 

27 Dec.—Burma. The Foreign Ministry announced that agreement 
had been reached with Burma on the details of the first instalment of 
reparations to be paid by Japan in March 1956, within the framework of 
the $250 m. settlement. Japan would pay in capital goods and services 
5,650 m. yen (£5,650,000) out of a contract totalling 17,000 m. yen. 
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JORDAN. 11 Dec.—Border incident (see Israel). 


Iraqi-Jordanian economic agreement (see /raq). 

13 Dec.—It was announced that the following four Ministers had 
resigned: Azmi Nasha Shibi (Communications), Samaan Daoud 
(National Economy and Commerce), Ali Hasna (Justice), and Naim 
Abdelhadi. All four represented the Palestinian west bank of the River 
Jordan and thus belonged to the more extreme Arab nationalist faction 
supported by Egypt. 

14 Dec.—Resignation of Government. The Prime Minister, Said 
el Mufti, submitted the resignation of his Government. The King 
accepted it and asked Hazza el Majali, Minister of the Interior in ¢| 
Mufti’s Cabinet, to form a new Government. Hazza el Majali was 
known to be a supporter of the British proposal for Jordan’s adhesion to 
the Baghdad Pact. 

The Chief of the Royal Cabinet issued a statement denying as ‘false’ 
rumours that the Government was treating the issue of Palestine 
negligently in the negotiations with Britain, and saying that, on th 
contrary, it was the main concern of the Government. It added that the 
British Government had responded to Jordan’s call for negotiations to 
amend the Anglo-Jordan treaty. 

16 Dec.—New Government. Hazza el Majali formed a new 
Government in which he was Foreign Minister and Economic Minister, 
as well as Prime Minister. Other Ministers included Abbas Marza 
(Interior), Bishara Ghaseeb (Finance), and Farhan Shbilat (Defence). 
Hazza el Majali said at a press conference that he was not prepared to 
disclose the internal and external policy of the Government, but he gave 
an assurance that the Palestine case would have their ‘best care’ and that 
they would not give up ‘the smallest part of the Arabs’ rights in this 
case’. He emphasized that no Arab country could alone solve the prob- 
lem; its solution required ‘complete understanding and agreement be- 
tween all Arab countries’. 

Demonstrations against the proposed adherence of Jordan to the 
Baghdad Pact were reported from various parts of the country. 

18 Dec.—Disorders. Demonstrations continued in Amman and 
other towns in protest against the proposed membership of the Bagh- 
dad Pact. Clashes with the police occurred in Amman, and in Jericho 
troops were called out. An officer of the Arab League was reported 
killed and another officer and five demonstrators injured. 

The Minister of the Interior announced that defence regulations 
would be enforced, and he called on the people to resume work. King 
Hussein also appealed to the people to return to work. He said that the 
country’s affairs were ‘in secure hands’ and that his policy was that no 
Arab State might alone decide questions affecting ‘the grand Arab 
nation’ or the Palestine question. 

Hazza el Majali issued a statement outlining the course of recent 
events in Jordan. It said that the British delegation headed by Genera! 
Templer had submitted proposals for new relations with Jordan and 
also military and economic offers aimed at strengthening the Arab 
Legion on the understanding that Jordan’s obligations to the Arab 
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States would not be affected. The offers included the supply of arms and 
aircraft in return for Jordan’s adherence to the Baghdad Pact. The 
former Council of Ministers decided to accept the principles of joining 
the pact provided Jordan’s claims were realized, and prepared a Note 
outlining Jordan’s minimum claims. Four of the Ministers, however, 
suggested showing the Note to a certain Power (presumably Egypt) 
before submitting it to Britain. While agreeing, the other Ministers 
thought it premature to send details of the Note as the British and 
Jordan viewpoints still differed. The four Ministers resigned without 
consulting their colleagues and, as a result, a new Government was 
formed. General Templer left Jordan and the Note was not officially 
handed to the British Government. 

In conclusion, Hazza el Majali said he saw no reason for the trouble 
caused by certain people. The Government would emphasize Jordan’s 
interests and her Arab commitments before deciding on any agreement. 
‘The Palestine problem and the responsibility of Jordan to the Arab 
States will be the fulcrum upon which we will conduct the talks as they 
are an inseparable part of Jordan’s aims.’ Certain broadcasts had been 
incited by Israel to divide the Arabs. This only served the enemy. 

19 Dec.—Rioting continued throughout the country. A curfew was 
imposed at Bethlehem after a day of disorders. In the Old City of 
Jerusalem part of the Turkish consulate was set on fire and wrecked, 
and shots were fired into the French consulate and the consul slightly 
injured by stones. 

The King issued a decree dissolving Parliament. 

20 Dec.—Following further demonstrations and clashes with security 
forces in which three persons were killed and fifteen injured, it was 
announced that Hazza el Majali had resigned and that King Hussein 
had asked Ibrahim Hashem, a former President of the Senate, to form a 
caretaker Government and to supervise elections which would take 
place within the next four months. 

21 Dec.—Caretaker Government. A royal decree approved a new 
Government under Ibrahim Hashem which included Samir el Rifai, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister; Omar Mattar, Interior; 
and Fawzi el Mulki, Defence and Education. 

A statement was issued saying that as the Government was only a 
temporary one political matters were not its concern and it had no right 
to conclude any new treaties. 

The Government authorized the immediate release of all persons 
arrested during the recent disorders and the lifting of the curfew at 
Bethlehem. 

Casualties. It was estimated that in the recent disorders in Jerusalem, 
Amman, Jericho, and Bethlehem in all seven people were killed and 
sixty-one injured. 

British statement (see Great Britain). 

27 Dec.—Baghdad Pact. Samir Rifari, Foreign Minister, said in 
Amman that the question of Jordan’s entry into the Baghdad Pact 
would not be an issue at the forthcoming general election. “Talks 
initiated here by the British and followed by widespread disturbances 
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have set back the question of Jordan’s joining the pact not for one yea; 
but for years.’ sip 

28 Dec.—Great Britain. It was stated that the last of ten Vampire 
jet aircraft. a gift from the British Government. would be delivereg 
shortly. Six had already been handed over. 

Eighteen deputies of the dissolved House submitted a petition t 
King Hussein claiming that the dissolution was unconstitutional, 

30 Dec.—British military and economic assistance (see Greg 
Britain). 


KASHMIR. 9 Dec.—U.S.S.R. Marshal Bulganin and Mr Khrushchey 
arrived in Kashmir for a two-day visit at the invitation of Karan Singh, 
Head of State, and Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad, the Premier. 

Marshal Bulganin said in Srinagar that the Kashmiris were ‘ncigh- 
bours’ of the Russians, who had trade and cultural contacts with the 
area from an early period. He hoped that the visit would renew those 
contacts. He described the inhabitants of Kashmir as ‘part of the 
Indian people’ and Kashmir as ‘this northern part of India’. 

10 Dec.—Mr Khrushchev, speaking in Srinagar, said that it was to 
the advantage of certain States to sow hatred and division among the 
people of countries which were throwing off “dependence on colonial 
aggression’. The partition of India itself had been the ‘result of the 
divide-and-rule policy of a third State. He did not, however, think it 
necessary now to make changes in the borders of India and Pakistan 
‘as some countries want to do’. A change of borders was always accom- 
panied by bloodshed. The people of Kashmir did not wish their State 
to become ‘a toy in the hands of the imperialist forces’. “The question of 
Kashmir as one of the States of the Republic of India had been de- 
cided by the people of Kashmir itself’. The Soviet Union had ‘always 
considered that settlement of the question of the future of Kashmir 
must be a matter for the people of Kashmir itself’. 

Mr Khrushchev then referred to Russia’s friendly relations with 
India and regretted that he could not say the same for Pakistan. This 
was not the fault of the Soviet Union. The Pakistan Government 
avowed frankly that it was one of the initiators of the notorious Baghdad 
Pact, created to build U.S. bases in Pakistan. 

18 Dec.—The Jammu and Kashmir Plebiscite Front (formed by 
followers of the imprisoned ex-Premier, Sheikh Abdullah) passed 2 
resolution declaring the position taken by the Russian leaders in regard 
to Kashmir as ‘in conflict not only with India’s stand’ but also ‘against 
the very principles of co-existence’. 

29 Dec.—The Opposition Kashmir Political Conference said in a 
statement that the recent remarks of the visiting Soviet leaders ‘eman- 
ated out of war motives and thereby could be hardly expected to find 
any appeal with 4 m. Kashmiris’. The Communist leaders had ‘fully 
exposed their unholy and imperialistic motives to enslave the Kashmiri 
people’. The statement reaffirmed the resolve to continue the struggle 
for the right of self-determination ‘at every conceivable sacrifice or 
cost’. 
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o Dec.—The Plebiscite Front announced that it would boycott the 
civil elections to be held on 21 January. A statement said that there 
were restrictions on press and platform, and that political leaders, 
particularly the former Chief Munister, Sheik Abdullah, were under 
detention. It would be ‘a sheer waste of time to participate in those 
farcical elections’. 


KENYA. 8 Dec.—Mau Mau. Emergency figures for the month of 
November showed that 140 terrorists had been killed, 113 captured, 58 
surrendered, and 69 suspects detained. In the past six months nearly 
3,000 Mau Mau terrorists had been accounted for. It was stated that 
Mau Mau leaders had been reduced to twenty-six. 

15 Dec.—Military Service. ‘The Government announced that from 
1 January 1956 the period of compulsory military service would be 
reduced from two years to eighteen months. The Government would, 
however, retain the right to keep for two years men regarded as opera- 
tionally essential. 

18 Dec.—Kenya African National Congress. A meeting in 
Nairobi of more than 1,000 Africans of different tribes decided to form 
a new political organization to be known as the Kenya African National 
Congress. 

19 Dec.—Emergency Figures. It was announced that in the week 
ended 17 December thirty-nine terrorists were killed, seventeen cap- 
tured, twenty surrendered, and thirty-seven suspects were detained. 

21 Dec.—Kenya African National Congress. The Minister of 
African Affairs announced the Government’s decision not to allow the 
registration of the Kenya African National Organization. He said the 
proposals for the organization infringed the Government’s published 
policy which was intended to encourage the formation of African 
political organizations on a district and not on a colony-wide basis. 
Previous experience had shown that the colony-wide type of organiza- 
tion had been used to further terrorist aims. In existing conditions, 
Kikuyu, Embu, or Meru would not be allowed to join political organi- 
zations. 

28 Dec.—The Government announced that for a trial period of three 
months from 1 January the penalty for unlawful possession of ammuni- 
tion would be reduced from the death sentence to life imprisonment. 


KOREA. 8 Dec.—Japanese decision in regard to dispute with South 
Korea (see fapan). 

18 Dec.—North Korea. It was announced that Pak Hen Yen, 
formerly Foreign Minister, had been seatenced to death for treason by a 
special tribunal. He was the first leader of the South Korean Com- 
munists but fled north in 1946. 

South Korea. It was announced that President Rhee had approved a 
resumption of trade with Japan through the Korea mission in Tokio 
from 1 January 1956. 

21 Dec.—South Korean-Japanese Dispute. The text was made 
public of a letter from President Rhee to the Rev. Toyohiko Kagawa, a 
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Korea (continued) 
well-known Japanese Christian leader and social worker, who, in ap 
open letter to President Rhee, had appealed to him to lead Japan. 
Korea relations to peace. Mr Rhee, in his reply, accused Japan of 
denunciations and threats against Korea and said this was not the proper 
attitude of a truly repentant nation. Japan was misled by leaders 
determined on aggression. Korea, moreover, could not overlook 
Japan’s overtures to Russia, China, and Pyongyang ‘with the intention 
of disrupting our security’. Nevertheless, Mr Rhee indicated willing. 
ness to discuss the ‘minimum requirements’ of South Korea which he 
had emphasized over the past two years. 

28 Dec.—Chinese exchange offer after naval skirmish (see China), 


LEBANON. 16 Dec.—Baghdad Pact. The Prime Minister, Rashid 
Karami, said that Lebanon would not join the Baghdad pact even if 
most Middle East States joined it. 

19 Dec.—Floods. About 140 people were found dead in Tripoli 
and more than 300 were missing as the result of floods said to be the 
worst ever experienced in the Lebanon. 

23 Dec.—World Bank Loan. The Chamber of Deputies approved 
the $27 m. loan recently obtained from the World Bank. The money 
was to be used for the Litani River project. 

29 Dec.—Talks opened in Beirut between representatives of the 
Government and of the Iraq Petroleum Company on the Lebanese 
claim for an increase in the annual royalties for the passage of the 
company’s pipe line across Lebanese territory. 


MALAYA. 9 Dec.—Visit of Chief Minister of Singapore to London 
(see Great Britain). 

11 Dec.—Ultimatum to Chin Peng. Tengku Abdul Rahman, 
Chief Minister, announced that if Chin Peng, the Communist leader, 
had not replied to his proposals for peace talks by 30 December the 
meeting would be called off. 

Party Negara. The national council of the Negara party decided to 
ask the forthcoming mission to London to demand independence for the 
Federation of Malaya within the British Commonwealth by 1 January 
1957: 

12 Dec.—Two policemen were wounded when terrorists ambushed a 
police car in central Kedah between Similing and Merbak. 

Eleven terrorists were killed in an action by security forces west of 
Kuala Lumpur. 

13 Dec.—An emissary of the Communist leader, Chin Peng, met 
representatives of the Federation Government at Kroh, nine miles 
from the Siamese border, to discuss arrangements for a possible meeting 
between Chin Peng and the Chief Ministers of the Federation and of 
Singapore. 

16 Dec.—Singapore constitutional discussions (see Great Britain). 

22 Dec.—Cease-Fire Area. The Government proclaimed an area 
in the north of about 400 square miles to be a cease-fire area from mid- 
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night on 23 December, in preparation for the proposed peace talks with 
Chin Peng. 

24 Dec.—An emissary of Chin Peng had another meeting with a 
Government representative at Kroh in the north to settle details of the 
proposed peace talks. 

27 Dec.—Communist Party. A document received by the press 
from the Malayan Communist Party announced changes in the leader- 
ship and the adoption of a programme similar to those of the Alliance 
in the Federation and the Labour Front in Singapore. ‘The new chair- 
man was stated to be Musa bin Ahmad, a Malay, and the vice-chairman, 
Balan, an Indian. 

Singapore. Abdul Rahman, Chief Minister, said in a speech to the 
U.M.N.A. that the Government could not agree to the proposal of Mr 
Marshall, Chief Minister of Singapore, that they should make a joint 
request for dominion status. If Singapore felt itself too small to achieve 
independence on its own, then it would be better for it to join the 
Federation as a separate state. 

It was announced that five terrorists had surrendered in Selangor 
and that one had been killed near Sungei Bulch, ten miles from Kuala 
Lumpur. 

28 Dec.—Abdul Rahman, Chief Minister of Malaya, Mr Marshall, 
Chief Minister of Singapore, and Sir Cheng Lock-tan, head of the 
Malayan Chinese Association, began talks at Baling with Chin Peng, 
the Communist leader, who was accompanied by Abdul Rashid bin 
Maiden and Chen Tian. The Communists asked that those who laid 
down their arms should go entirely free and have the right to join 
existing parties. Abdul Rahman said that some detention and in- 
vestigation would be required. Those who established that they would 
be loyal to Malaya and would refrain from Communist activity would be 
free, except for possible restriction of residence and an obligation to 
report to the police. Once allowed to ‘rejoin society’ they might join ex- 
isting parties or form new ones, provided that these were not Communist. 

Abdul Rahman made it clear that the Malayan and Singapore 
Governments would require the dissolution of the Communist Party 
and, when the Communists declared that they could not be forced to 
give up their ideologies, replied that their ideologies were associated in 
the minds of people with killing, violence, atrocities, and murde1. The 
people would not under existing circumstances tolerate recognition of the 
Communists, but what would happen in the future was another matter. 

29 Dec.—Talks with Communists Suspended. The talks with 
leaders of the Malayan Communist Party were suspended. 

Abdul Rahman told the press that he intended to cancel the amnesty 
but would give the Communists a month’s grace. That would take him 
almost to the completion of his visit to London. By then, he thought, 
he might have received another letter from the Communists suggesting 
a second meeting. He did not, therefore, regard the talks as having 
ended in failure. 

It was understood that Chin Peng had said that he had no authority 
to accept the terms of surrender, followed by loyalty investigations, 
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Malaya (continued) 

offered by Abdul Rahman. ‘We will never accept surrender at any time 
and will continue the struggle to the last man,’ he said. . 

Abdul Rahman said that there would be no investigation for those 
Communists wishing to go back to China. 

Publicity was given by Mr Marshall to a statement made during the 
talks by the Communists, saying: ‘As soon as the elected Government 
of the Federation obtains complete control of internal security and the 
local armed forces, we will end hostilities, lay down our arms, and dis- 
band our forces. This does not amount to accepting the present am- 
nesty terms.’ 

30 Dec.—Mr Casey’s statement on talks with Communists (se; 
Australia). 

Abdul Rahman said in a broadcast that the war with the Com- 
munists must be intensified. He had no intention of seeing the Com- 
munist leader again unless the Communists indicated beforehand that 
they would make a full and complete surrender. 

Abdul Rahman said that the amnesty offer would be withdrawn on 
8 February. 

General Bourne said that it was clear that there was no truth in the 
Communists’ claim that they were fighting for the independence of 
Malaya; Chin Peng had insisted that he was fighting for the Com- 
munist ideology and would not give it up or surrender. ‘He thus admits 
he is fighting against the elected Government of Malaya, and I feel the 
people of Malaya, under the leadership of Abdul Rahman, will fight 
back and help the security forces finish off the Communist terrorists 
quickly. It can be done.’ 


MALTA. 16 Dec.—Round table conference report (see Great Britain). 

Mr Mintoff, Prime Minister, speaking in the Legislative Assembly, 
warmly welcomed the round table commission’s report. 

Dr Borg Olivier, leader of the Nationalist Party, expressed his 
opposition to the transfer of Maltese affairs to the Home Office and 
representation at Westminster on the ground that they created a major 
obstruction to the achievement of self-government. 

22 Dec.—Referendum Bill. Parliament approved a Bill providing 
for a referendum on integration with Britain. Nationalist members 
walked out during the debate. 


MONGOLIA. 29 Dec.—Railway Construction. A Chinese delega- 
tion arrived at Ulan Bator for the opening of the railway link between 
China and the U.S.S.R. through Mongolia. Mr Teng, Chinese Minister 
of Railways, who led the delegation, said that the main line westward 
into Sinkiang had already reached more than 400 miles from Lanchow 
and might reach the Yumen oilfield in 1956, a year ahead of schedule. 

Mr Teng also said that a route had been decided upon for a new 
strategic railway linking the Chinese national network at Yingtan, in 
Kiangsi, with Amoy, and of lines between Neikiang and Kunming and 
Szechwan and Kweichow. 
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MOROCCO. 13 Dec.—Government Policy. Si Bekkai, outlining 
his Government’s future policy, said that it would have to democratize 
the country’s institutions ; reorganize the functions of the caids (Muslim 
chiefs); reform the legal system; restore trade union freedom; and 
develop industry, agriculture, housing, and education. He described 
Morocco as a country which geographically and economically belonged 
to the West and at the same time belonged to the great Muslim bloc. 
His ambition was to make Morocco the great meeting place of two 
civilizations. Speaking of relations with France, he said the Govern- 
ment’s first task was to negotiate a new agreement, but the Fez treaty 
of 1912, must first be abrogated. Morocco, he said, needed French 
aid—economic, technical, and military. ‘We shall be the allies of the 
French people,’ he declared ‘because they are democratic and funda- 
mentally anti-colonialist.’ 

19 Dec.—The Sultan swore in thirteen provincial Governors whom 
he had appointed to help existing caids and pashas to maintain their 
authority. 

More outbreaks of terrorism were reported. Recent incidents in 
Casablanca included the murder of a police officer and the lynching of 
several Moroccans. 

21 Dec.—Amnesty. The Sultan proclaimed an amnesty for all 
Muslim political prisoners convicted since January 1954. He also 
appealed for an end to terrorism. 

31 Dec.—The French authorities announced that fifty-six rebels had 
been killed in a new uprising in North Morocco between Beni Oulid 


and Tahar. 


MUSCAT AND OMAN. 15 Dec.—The Government of the Sultan of 
Muscat announced that the Sultan’s forces had that day occupied with- 
out opposition the oasis of Nazwa which it described as the ‘focus of a 
conspiracy’. The statement added that Sheikh Ghaleb bin Ali, the 
Imam of Oman, who had put forward ‘pretensions to independence’, 
had left Nazwa on 14 December. An earlier statement had said that 
‘certain disaffected sheikhs’ had been plotting for some time to disrupt 
the Sultanate ‘with the aid of foreign gold, arms, and propaganda’. 
Action had been taken to restore confidence, preserve peace, and 
‘answer the petition of loyal subjects’. 

22 Dec.—The Sultan of Muscat and Oman arrived in Fahud to re- 
establish his authority in Oman. His Government claimed that the 
Sultan’s forces had occupied Rostak, the last stronghold of Tali bin 
Ali, brother of the Imam, who had fled. According to the Government 
Tali bin Ali was the ‘evil genius’ of the Imam. 

28 Dec.—The Sultan reached Buraimi in the course of a tour 
through the territories recovered by the recent military operations. He 
received a warm welcome. 


NETHERLANDS. 9 Dec.—Indonesia. A conference of Netherlands 
and Indonesian representatives opened in The Hague. The subjects 
for discussion included: (1) the Indonesian proposal that the protocol 
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Netherlands (continued) 

of August 1954 be replaced by a new agreement; (2) the possibility of g 
new agreement in place of the financial and economic agreement of 
August 1954; (3) Western New Guinea, on the condition that both 
parties maintained their position in regard to the territory’s sovereignty. 
[Later, the conference moved to Geneva.] 

23 Dec.—Netherlands-Indonesian Talks. Widespread criticism 
of the current Geneva talks with Indonesia was expressed in the 
Second Chamber. Most members said they were ill-timed, and the whole 
House except the Communists demanded that the Government should 
continue to refuse to discuss the sovereignty of western New Guinea, 

War Criminals. Dr Beyen, Foreign Minister, told the House that 
Herr von Brentano, Federal German Foreign Minister, had promised 
to try to remove misunderstandings about the thirty-nine German war 
prisoners imprisoned at Breda whose return had been demanded by 
sections of opinion in west Germany. 


NEW ZEALAND. 15 Dec.—Protest to Canada re sale of surplus 
butter (see Canada). 

19 Dec.—Balance of Trade. Overseas exchange transactions for the 
year ended in November 1955 showed a deficit of {27-3 m. compared 
with one of {12-8 m. in 1954. 

20 Dec.—Protest to United States re sale of surplus dairy products 
(see United States). 


NIGERIA. 13 Dec.—The Western Region House of Assembly adopted 
a resolution submitted by the Premier, Chief Awolowo, demanding 
full self-government for the region in 1956. 

20 Dec.—The Western Region House of Chiefs endorsed the motion 
passed by the House of Assembly on 13 December. 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. 15 Dec.—At a 
meeting of the Council in Paris, Herr Von Brentano, Federal German 
Foreign Minister, urged the Council to launch an energetic, economic, 
social, and political offensive on the ground that misery and poverty 
were Communism’s best allies. He also called for a common Atlantic 
policy on Berlin. 

Mr Dulles, in a survey of Soviet policy, said the main threat was 
political and was aimed at exploiting historical differences, such as that 
between Egypt and Israel. 

Air Defence. The Council agreed that the Supreme Allied Com- 
mander, Europe, General Gruenther, should have co-ordinating 
authority (but not command) over all the air defences of western 
Europe. It was announced that a new system of communications, not 
susceptible of jamming, would be used for all vital circuits. 

16 Dec.—It was announced that a British offer to share information 
about the development of guided missiles with other N.A.T.O. coun- 
tries had been accepted by the North Atlantic Council. 

A communiqué issued by the Council noted with regret that Russia 
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had repudiated the proposal to negotiate on the reunification of Ger- 
many through free elections, in spite of the directive agreed at the first 
Geneva conference. Russia, it said, was opposed to any effective system 
for the control of armaments, including the air inspection plan proposed 
by President Eisenhower, and had given proof of her fear of, and 
hostility to, the free exchange of information between the people of the 
Soviet Union and of the free world. 

The Council, however, declared that the failure of the Geneva con- 
ference had in no way halted the efforts of the N.A.T.O. Powers to 
secure the reunification of Germany in freedom, and it emphasized that 
the security and welfare of Berlin were essential elements in the peace of 
the free world. Russian tactics in the Middle East and Asia, together 
with the growth in Soviet military capability, had created a new chal- 
lenge to the free world. All the member Governments were firmly 
determined to see the Atlantic forces equipped with the most modern 
weapons, and the Council noted with satisfaction the progress made with 
the assistance of the United Kingdom, the United States, and Canada. 
The statement ended by contrasting the N.A.T.O. association of 
fifteen countries with ‘the obsolete system under which isolated nations 
are in danger of being subjugated, one by one, by despotic groups such 
as the Communist bloc’. 


ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERA- 
TION. 14 Dec.—United States. The annual O.E.E.C. report on the 
United States economy criticized the raising of the tariffs on imported 
bicycles by more than half, pointing out that the escape clause pro- 
cedure had been applied in a case where a successful entry had been 
made into the United States market by several European countries with 
a product of substantially different specifications from that produced 
domestically by only 4,000 or 5,000 workers. 

Canada. The O.E.E.C. report on the Canadian economy praised 
Canada for its ‘liberal trading policy’. 

28 Dec.—A report was published on the possibility of closer co- 
operation between member countries in the development and use of 
nuclear energy. 


PAKISTAN. 1x Dec.—Mr Khruschev’s speech in Kashmir (see 
Kashmir). 

Soviet Union and Kashmir. Mr Mohammed Ali, Prime Minister, 
described the assertion by Marshal Bulganin and Mr Khrushchev that 
Kashmir was ‘a part of India’ as ‘extraordinary’. He said that in view of 
the Soviet Union’s habitual denunciation of colonialism and her mem- 
bership of the Security Council which had pronounced in favour of a 
plebiscite for Kashmir, the statements must have surprised all those 
‘who cherish freedom and the right of self-determination for all peoples’. 
Mr Mohammed Ali repudiated Mr Khrushchev’s charges that the 
Baghdad Pact was created with a view to building American bases in 
Pakistan close to Soviet territory. He reaffirmed that the pact was 
purely defensive and said that Pakistan had no intention of allowing any 
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Pakistan (continued) 

country to establish bases in Pakistan for any aggressive purpose. He 
agreed with Mr Khrushchev that Kashmir should not become a toy ip 
the hands of imperialist forces, but it appeared from the Soviet leaders’ 
statements that they were bent on making it a ‘toy in a far more danger- 
ous game which is bound not only to aggravate discord between Pakistan 
and India but also to heighten world tension’. 

14 Dec.—Soviet Note. A Foreign Ministry spokesman announced 
that a Soviet Note had been received on 12 December explaining the 
Soviet attitude on certain matters. He said it represented an attempt to ex- 
plain away what the Russian leaders had said about Kashmir in Srinagar, 

19 Dec.—Afghanistan. It was understood in Karachi that President 
Eisenhower in a letter to King Zahir Shah of Afghanistan, had em- 
phasized the desirability of a meeting between the heads of the Pakistan 
and Afghanistan Governments to discuss mutual problems. It was 
believed that King Zahir Shah had written to President Eisenhower 
asking him to mediate. 

20 Dec.—Syria. A Pakistan-Syrian trade agreement was signed in 
Karachi. It was the first to be concluded between the two countries, 


PARAGUAY. 22 Dec.—Abortive Revolt. Sefior Epifanio Mendez 
Fleitas, president of the Central Bank, former chief of police, and dissi- 
dent member of General Stroessner’s Colorado Party, was reported to 
have been arrested. It was stated that he had conspired against the 
President (General Stroessner) with the support of some army and 
police units. 

In a message to the people, General Stroessner said that the crisis 
began on 21 December in the 1st Cavalry Division, stationed near 
Asuncion. Harmony between the Government and the armed forces 
was unchanged. 


PERSIA. 15 Dec.—India. The Prime Minister, Mr Hussein Ala, said 
in the Majlis that Mr Nehru’s interpretation of the Baghdad Pact was 
unfair and biased and absolutely inconsistent with age-old Indo- 
Persian relations. He said Persia respected the policies of others, how- 
ever unpalatable, and expected others to respect Persia’s. 

21 Dec.—Visit of Majlis delegation to Russia (see U..S.S.R.). 

27 Dec.—Aliquli Ardalan succeeded Abdullah Entezam as Foreign 
Minister, the latter who was convalescing in Europe being appointed 
deputy Prime Minister. 

U.S.S.R. It was learnt that the Soviet commercial office had an- 
nounced its inability to purchase the 40,000 tons of rice originally in- 
tended for the Soviet market under the 1954 agreement. 


PERU. 24 Dec.—The Army took over control of Arequipa with orders 
to quell a four-day old revolt supported by students, union leaders, and 
the local police. 

27 Dec.—President Manuel Odria formed an emergency Cabinet 
composed of members of the armed forces. 


8-31 DECEMBER 1955 863 
POLAND. 8 Dec.—Offer to allow repatriation of Germans (see 
Germany). 

9 Dec.—West German statement on offer (see Germany). 

11 Dec.—U.S.S.R. A second group of 469 Polish repatriates arrived 
from the Soviet Union. (A first group had been returned on g December.) 

21 Dec.—Espionage. Three Poles were sentenced to prison terms 
of eight, ten, and twelve years for espionage on behalf of Britain. 

28 Dec.— British Spies’. It was learnt that a military tribunal in 
Warsaw had sentenced to death two ‘British spies’, Jan Miller and his 
wife, Helen. Other ‘British spies’ received sentences of from eight 
years to life imprisonment. 


PORTUGAL. 16 Dec.—Goa. Professor Cunha, Foreign Minister, in a 
statement in Paris, said that Goa was not a colony, but a province of 
Portugal. Its people enjoyed equal rights with all other Portuguese 
citizens. 

22 Dec.—Action Against India. The Foreign Minister announced 
that the Government had brought a legal action against India in the 
International Court at The Hague. The action concerned the occupation 
of the Portuguese Indian territories of Dadra and Nagar Avelli by 
Indian bands since 21 July 1954 and the Indian Government's refusal 
to allow Portuguese forces or officials to cross Indian territory to reach 


the enclaves. 


RHODESIA AND NYASALAND. 28 Dec.—A statement by the new 
party formed on 7 December said that it would be called the Recon- 
stituted Confederate Party of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land. It would call for a united states of southern, central, and eastern 
Africa under the legislative control of the European populations con- 
cerned. The statement said that ‘it is the duty of the European popula- 
tion of the Central African Federation to forge a common link between 
the Europeans of Kenya and the Europeans of South Africa’. 


RUMANIA. 15 Dec.—Return to Rumania of Soviet interest in Ru- 
manian oil industry (see U.S.S.R.). 

18 Dec.—Mr Titel-Petrescu, the former Socialist leader, announced 
his conversion to Communism in a letter to Scanteta. 

28 Dec.—A six-day congress of the Rumanian Workers (Com- 
munist) Party ended in Bucharest. 

The main report was made by Mr Gheorghiu-Dej, who was re- 
elected First Secretary. In his report he accused Anna Pauker of 
leadership of the right-wing deviationist faction, which he said, had 
beenresponsible for policy failures, in particular the failure of collectivisa- 
tion. 

The Politbureau was increased from nine to eleven members, con- 
sisting in addition to Mr Gheorghiu-Dej, of Premier Stoica, I. Chishin- 
evski, Gh. Apostol, A. Moghioros, General E. Bodnaras, M. Con- 
stantinescu, C. Parvulescu, P. Borila, General-Colonel I. Draghici, and 
General-Lieutenant N. Ceausescu. 
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SAAR FREE TERRITORY. 18 Dec.—General Election. Polling fo; , 
general election took place with the following results: Christian Demo- 
cratic Union, 25-4 per cent (14 seats); Saar Democratic Party, 24-2 
per cent (12); Christian People’s Party, 21-8 per cent (13); Social 
Democrats, 14:2 per cent (7); Communists, 6°6 per cent (2); Saar 
Socialists, 5-8 per cent (2). 


SAUDI ARABIA. 11 Dec.—Buraimi Oasis. Seven Saudi Arabian 
gun-runners with a consignment of eighty rifles were intercepted on the 
outskirts of the Buraimi Oasis by local security forces. They had left 
Saudi Arabian territory on 25 October and were unaware of the re- 
occupation of the oasis. 

Statement’by King Saud on Buraimi dispute (see India). 

15 Dec.—Occupation of Nizwa oasis by forces of Sultan of Muscat 
(see Muscat and Oman). 

26 Dec.—Egyptian commander for joint Egypt-Saudi Arabia forces 
(see Egypt). 

29 Dec.—U.S. statement on alleged boycott of Jewish firms (see 
United States). 


SOMALILAND. 30 Dec.—White paper on grants-in-aid (see Great 
Britain). 

SOUTH AFRICA. 12 Dec.—Education. It was announced that the 
Government had decided to readmit 3,000 of the 6,500 African students 
who had boycotted Bantu Schools in the Transvaal in protest against 
the Bantu Education Act. The decision followed an assurance by the 
African school boards that everything would be done to prevent a re- 
currence of the boycott (organized by the African National Congress). 

13 Dec.—Defence. Mr Erasmus, Defence Minister, in a speech at 
an Air Force parade, emphasized the need for co-operation with other 
countries to provide a ‘southern African bastion’ against Communism. 
He said the defensive chain round the Communist-controlled land mass 
had become dangerously incomplete now that Communist influences 
were fast infiltrating the Middle East and into Africa. 

The Prime Minister, Mr Strijdom, speaking in Pretoria, also em- 
phasized the same danger and said that the Government had taken 
active steps to get all countries with an interest in Africa south of the 
Sahara, to co-ordinate in defence matters and other common interests. 

17 Dec.—Passes. The annual conference of the African National 
Congress passed a resolution saying that African women would in no 
circumstances carry passes if enforced in any area, 


SPAIN. 9 Dec.—France. The three leading Madrid newspapers— 
the Falange Arriba, the Roman Catholic Ya, and the Monarchist 
A.B.C. all published leading articles strongly criticizing French policy 
in Africa and accusing the French press and wireless of ‘falsifying’ a 
recent declaration by General Franco to American journalists. 

23 Dec.—Falange Party. Sefior Lopez Cancio took over the post of 
chief of the Falange Youth from Sefior Elola. At the ceremony at 
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party headquarters, the secretary-general of the Falange revealed the 
disquiet felt in Falange official circles at opposition tendencies in the 
youth movement and appealed for unity. 

" 27 Dec.—Great Britain. A Note by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
stated that mutually satisfactory results had been obtained by talks in 
Madrid with British representatives on trade and payments which per- 
mitted expectations of a ‘positive increase’ of trade. During 1956 inter- 
changes between Spain and the sterling area were estimated at £45 m. 
both ways. Britain would exchange equipment for Spanish industrializa- 
tion, motor cars, etc. for fruit, minerals, and metallurgical products. 


SUDAN. 11 Dec.—The Cabinet announced that it had protested to 
Britain and Egypt that it was not consulted when the two countries 
agreed on the procedure for Sudanese self-determination. It had also 
stated that it wanted representation on the plebiscite commission, and 
it said that public opinion rejected the terms of reference of the inter- 
national plebiscite commission. 

12 Dec.—British statement on resignation of Governor-General and 
appointment of successor (see Great Britain). 

15 Dec.—Egyptian support for all-Sudanese council (see Egypt). 

19 Dec.—Declaration of Independence. ‘The Chamber of Depu- 
ties passed unanimously a resolution (1) urging that full consideration 
be given by the Constituent Assembly to the claims of the southern 
members for a Federal Government for the three southern provinces; 
(2) asking that an address be presented to the Governor-General 
declaring in the name of the Sudanese people ‘that the Sudan is to be- 
come a fully independent sovereign State’ and requesting him to 
ask the two condominium Powers to recognize the declaration forth- 
with; (3) recommending that a committee of five be elected by Parlia- 
ment to exercise the powers of the Head of the State until a Head be 
elected in accordance with the final Constitution. 

The Government leader of the House announced that the state of 
emergency would be lifted in the Upper Nile province immediately 
and in Bahr el Ghazil within a few days. 

20 Dec.—Egypt. Major Salah Salem, former Egyptian Minister of 
National Guidance, arrived in Khartoum. He emphasized that his visit 
was purely personal, but also said that the Egyptian Government did 
not want any guarantees from the Sudan only the friendship of all, 
irrespective of party and of past differences. 

22 Dec.—Arrest of soldiers in Uganda (see Uganda). 

27 Dec.—It was announced that the Governor-General, Sir Knox 
Helm, would not return to the Sudan from his Christmas leave, and that 
a five-member Council of State would assume sovereign power on 
1 January 1956. 

29 Dec.—It was announced that the new Sudanese flag would be a 
tricolor with horizontal blue, yellow, and green stripes. 

30 Dec.—It was announced that there would be a general release of 
criminals, excluding those sentenced after 16 August, to celebrate 


independence. 


866 CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EveENTs, VOL. 11, No. 24 


SWITZERLAND. 15 Dec.—Federal Council. The Federal Assembly 
re-elected the seven members of the Federal Council (the Government) 
for a further term of four years. Herr Markus Feldmann, chief of the 
Justice and Political Department, was elected President of the Con- 
federation for 1956. 


SYRIA. 11 Dec.—Israeli report of border incident (see Israel). 

12 Dec.—lIsraeli raid on shores of Lake Tiberias (see Israel). 

Israeli Raid. A Syrian military spokesman in Damascus said that 
twenty-five Syrians had been killed, including three officers, and twenty- 
eight were missing as a result of the Israeli attack. 

13 Dec. 

Populaire Syrienne) were sentenced to death by a provisional military 
court for complicity in the assassination in April of Colonel Adnan 
Malki, assistant Chief of Staff. Five of them, including the leader of the 
party, were sentenced in absentia. Eighteen others were sentenced to 
hard labour for terms ranging from twelve years to life. The Court 
announced the dissolution of the P.P.S. 

Syrian appeal to Security Council (see United Nations, Security 
Council). 

A Syrian military spokesman estimated that at least 100 Israelis had 
been killed in the attack of 11 December. 

14 Dec.—Appeal to Western Powers. The secretary-general of 
the Foreign Ministry summoned the Ambassadors of Britain, France, 
and the United States and asked that their Governments should adopt 
‘sufficient measures to curtail Israel’s warlike adventures on Syrian 
and Arab frontiers’. He also said that any new arms shipment to Israel 
would encourage her to increase her aggression which might lead to a 
full-scale Arab-Israel war, endangering world peace. 

Iraq. The Iraqi Minister informed the Prime Minister that Iraq was 
ready to offer Syria any aid, military or otherwise, she needed to meet 
Israel aggression. The offer was made under the provisions of the 
Arab League security pact. 

Report of frontier shooting (see Israel). 

16 Dec.—Security Council debate on Syrian complaint against Israel 
(see United Nations, Security Council). 

A military spokesman reported a clash with Israeli forces who were 
alleged to be trying to penetrate the Syrian frontier on the eastern shore 
of Lake Tiberias. (The report was denied in Israel.) 

20 Dec.—Syrian-Pakistan trade agreement (see Pakistan). 

Israeli report of border incident (see Israel). 


TUNISIA. 19 Dec.—It was announced that another convoy of arms, 
believed to have come from across the Libyan frontier, had been inter- 
cepted in the south. 

The police in Tunis claimed to have discovered ‘an important gang of 
criminals’. Forty arrests had been made and a large stock of arms seized. 
Most of those arrested were apparently supporters of Salah ben Yussef, 
former leader of the Neo-Destour. 
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29 Dec.—Election Decree. The Bey authorized a decree summon- 
ing the first National Assembly of Tunisia under home rule on 8 April 


1956. 


TURKEY. 9 Dec.—New Government. Mr Menderes formed a new 
Government which included Mr Kopriilii, Foreign Minister; Mr 
Husseyin Avni Gokturk, Justice; Mr Edhem Menderes, Interior, and 
Mr Nedim Okmen, Finance. 'The Prime Minister himself took on the 
duties of Acting Minister of Defence. 

12 Dec.—Greek protest against attack on fishing vessel (see Greece). 

14 Dec.—Government Policy. Mr Menderes outlined to the Grand 
National Assembly his Government’s policy which included continua- 
tion of development projects already begun but no new projects; 
measures to reduce the adverse trade balance; the creation of a high 
economic council to co-ordinate economic affairs; establishment of a 
new Ministry of Industry, Minerals, and Power; anti-corruption and 
anti-profiteering measures; and reform of the constitution. In regard to 
foreign policy, he reaffirmed Turkish loyalty to the peace-loving demo- 
cratic front and said the attitude to Cyprus remained unchanged. 

17 Dec.—The Grand National Assembly passed a vote of confidence 
in the new Cabinet by 398 votes to 58. 

Greek judicial finding on Salonica outrage implicating Turkish 
consular officials (see Greece). 

18 Dec.—Martial law was lifted in Ankara and Smyrna. 

20 Dec.—It was announced that Mr Shemi Ergin, Minister of State, 
had been appointed acting Defence Minister. 

22 Dec.—Greece. The Foreign lviinistry published a statement in 
reply to an announcement by the Greek Prime Minister that the con- 
dition for Greek participation in the forthcoming Balkan conference 
was that Greek citizens who suffered in the anti-Greek riots should be 
compensated, the culprits punished, assurances given about the pro- 
tection of the Greek minority in Istanbul, and measures taken to ensure 
the safety of Greek fishermen from attacks by Turkish coastguards. 

The Foreign Ministry statement said that compensation had already 
been promised and the claims of Greek citizens would be examined, 
but that interference on behalf of Turkish citizens of Greek origin was 
inadmissible and constituted interference in Turkish internal affairs. 

Salonica Bomb Outrage. A statement in the press on the judicial 
proceedings initiated in Greece against the alleged authors of the 
Salonica bomb outrage accused the Greek authorities of trying to 
implicate the Turkish consulate at Salonica in order to prove that the 
Istanbul riots had been organized by the Turks. 

23 Dec.—Turkish representations to Greece (see Greece). 


UGANDA. 20 Dec.—aAnother attack was made on a Buganda chief at 
Kapaka, in Bulemezi county, after accusations against him of dis- 
loyalty to the Kabaka. Three arrests were made. The chief was not 
seriously injured. 

22 Dec.—Sudan. It was announced that nine soldiers of the Sudan 
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Uganda (continued) 

Defence Force had been arrested by the Uganda authorities at Guly, 
northern Uganda. They were among the 150 Sudanese troops who had 
been interned since crossing into Uganda after the mutiny in the 
southern Sudan in August, and were the subjects of extradition applica. 
tions received from the Sudan. The rest of the 150 were allowed to go 
free. 

Attacks on Chiefs. The Chief Justice broadcast a warning that the 
Government would not stand by and allow chiefs to be attacked. 

Six persons were sentenced to prison terms for burning down a 
house in the Bulemezi district. They were the first of several cases to 
be heard in connection with attacks on persons accused of disloyalty to 
the Kabaka. 

23 Dec.—A Kampala magistrate, Mr Maloney, ordered the for- 
feiture of bonds of {100 which the proprietor and editor of the news- 
paper Uganda Post had been ordered to enter as a surety for their good 
behaviour. Mr Maloney said that the newspaper had been conducting 
‘a deliberate campaign to stir up violence’ against chiefs who had car- 
ried out their duty. 

26 Dec.—The organizing secretary of the Uganda National Congress 
appealed to party members not to take part in persecutions of those who 
had not supported the campaign for the return of the Kabaka. 

28 Dec.—Six Baganda were sentenced to terms of hard labour of 
from twelve to eighteen months for their part as ringleaders of the riots 
on 17 November at Ngowe. 

29 Dec.—Buganda. Mr Alexander Kironde, the Pokino of Bucidu, 
resigned under pressure. He had been accused of disloyalty to the 
Kabaka during his exile. 

31 Dec.—Four new chiefs were appointed by the Kabaka of Buganda. 


UNITED NATIONS 
General Assembly 

8 Dec.—Admission of New Members. The Assembly in plenary 
session endorsed the decision of the ad hoc committee to request the 
Security Council to consider the pending applications of all the eighteen 
countries ‘about which no problem of unification arises’ (i.e. the five 
Communist satellites—Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Rumania, Outer 
Mongolia—and Austria, Finland, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, Spain, 
Jordan, Libya, Ceylon, Laos, Cambodia, Nepal, and Japan). The voting 
as before, was 52 to 2 (Nationalist China and Cuba) with 5 abstentions 
(United States, France, Belgium, Greece, and Israel). The vote repre- 
sented the ending of a five years’ deadlock and was the result of an 
agreement between Russia and the three western Powers on the simul- 
taneous admission of their respective candidates. 

9g Dec.—Indians in South Africa. The ad hoc political committee 
passed by 43 votes to none with 8 abstentions a resolution urging 
South Africa, Pakistan, and India to make a new attempt at negotia- 
tions on the treatment of people of Indian origin in South Africa. 

India. Mr Krishna Menon (India), speaking in the Political Com- 
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mittee, complained that India was being ‘ringed’ by military alliances. 
He referred specifically to the Baghdad Pact and to S.E.A.T.O. which 
latter he alleged to be an infringement of sovereignty. He also referred 
to the close alliance between China and the Soviet Union and to 
China’s powerful war potential, but said that India had no reason ‘up 
to now’ to think it would be used against her. 

12 Dec.—Disarmament. The political committee approved by 53 
votes to § (the Communist bloc) the four-Power western resolution on 
disarmament tabled on 2 December (see No. 22, p. 819), amended to 
meet the wishes of several countries, including India. Among the mat- 
ters to be taken into account by the disarmament committee were the 
Indian proposals for the suspension of nuclear experimental explosions 
and an armaments truce. It also recommended scientific research by 
States for methods that would make possible ‘thoroughly effective 
inspection and control of nuclear weapons material’, and it requested 
Governments to start at once to carry out the Eisenhower and Bulganin 

lans. 

The committee rejected by 36 votes to 15, with 6 abstentions, an 
Indian resolution recommending that the current session of the 
General Assembly should not be adjourned but should stand recessed 
to be reconvened by the president as appropriate ‘in view of the 
urgency and grave importance of the problem of disarmament’. It 
decided by 40 votes to 11, with 6 abstentions, not to vote on a Soviet 
resolution on ‘measures for the further relaxation of international 
tension and the development of international co-operation’. Mr 
Nutting said that the resolution had been largely covered by the 
western resolution, and one paragraph had already been rejected in the 
form of a Soviet amendment. 

Western New Guinea. The political committee disposed of the 
question of Western New Guinea by noting that the Netherlands and 
Indonesian Governments were about to start negotiations and expres- 
sing the hope that they would be fruitful. 

British Togoland. The trusteeship committee adopted by 40 votes 
to 5 with 8 abstentions an Indian proposal for a plebiscite in British 
Togoland under United Nations supervision. 

14 Dec.—Indians in South Africa. The Assembly in plenary 
session endorsed by 43 votes to none with 8 abstentions (including 
Australia, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom) the resolution 
urging the Governments of India, Pakistan, and South Africa to pursue 
negotiations on the treatment of people of Indian origin in the Union 
of South Africa, and to report to the next session of the Assembly. 

Technical Assistance. The Assembly approved by 51 votes to none, 
with 5 abstentions, the establishment of a programme of technical 
assistance on ‘any subject in the field of human rights’ and an initial 
grant of $50,000 for the purpose. 

Human Rights. The Assembly decided to continue at its next 
session consideration of two draft covenants on human rights, one 
covering civil and political rights, and the other social, economic, and 
cultural subjects. 
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United Nations (continued) 

Attacks on Civil Aircraft. A resolution calling on all States to take 
measures to avoid incidents involving attacks on civil aircraft deviating 
from fixed routes near frontiers was adopted by 45 votes to none with 1; 
abstentions. ; 

15 Dec.—British Togoland. The Assembly approved by 42 votes to 
7, with 11 abstentions, the early holding of a plebiscite in British 
Togoland to determine the future of the territory. The Soviet group 
opposed the resolution. 

Admission of New Members. The Assembly confirmed the vote in 
the Security Council of 14 December in favour of the admission of six- 
teen new members (see Security Council). 

16 Dec.—Election to Security Council. Another five inconclusive 
ballots, making thirty-four in all, were held for the vacant seat in the 
Security Council. The Philippines and Yugoslavia were again the lead- 
ing candidates but neither succeeded in obtaining a two-thirds majority, 
A proposal of the President to divide the two-year term between the 
Philippines and Yugoslavia was rejected. It was supported by Britain, 
France, and the United States but opposed by Russia. 

20 Dec.—A thirty-fifth ballot was held at which Yugoslavia was 
elected to the Security Council by 43 votes against 11 for the Philip- 
pines, and one vote each for Finland and Sweden. Thirteen countries 
abstained. Under a ‘gentleman’s understanding’ it had finally been 
agreed that Yugoslavia would resign the seat after one year and that the 
Philippines would then be elected to complete the two-year term. 


Security Council 

10 Dec.—Admission of New Members. The Council discussed 
procedure for voting on the admission of new members. The New 
Zealand and Brazilian representatives proposed that the Council 
should pass an omnibus resolution in which the eighteen candidates for 
admission would be each mentioned and voted upon separately and 
the resolution then passed as a ‘package’ recommendation to the 
Assembly. The Soviet delegate, Mr Sobolev, refused to accept this 
procedure because of his fear that some of the candidates might not 
obtain a two-thirds majority in the Assembly. He proposed an alterna- 
tive procedure and threatened to use the veto if it were not adopted. 
According to his proposal, the Security Council and the General 
Assembly would meet in simultaneous but separate session. The 
Council would consider the eighteen applicants one at a time, in 
chronological order, and make its recommendations singly to the Gener- 
al Assembly, which would act affirmatively on each case before the 
Council tackled the next on its list. 

The British delegate said that in order to resolve the deadlock he 
was prepared to vote in favour of each of the eighteen candidates. He 
said he was shocked at the Russian insistence that its method should be 
adopted; he did not know where such an attitude would lead. 

The United States delegate said that he would abstain from voting 
on the Soviet candidates or for any ‘package’ deal. 
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13 Dec.—Syrian Appeal. The Syrian delegation to the United 
Nations sent a letter to the President of the Security Council asking for 
an urgent meeting of the Council to consider ‘a flagrant violation and an 
act of open aggression and provocation by Israel’ (see Israel, 12 Decem- 
ber). 
jor a of New Members. The Council began consideration of 
the Assembly’s recommendation of 8 Deccmber. A Chinese Nationalist 
proposal to add South Korea and Vietnam to the list of eighteen coun- 
tries suggested for membership was vetoed by the Soviet delegate. The 
Chinese Nationalist delegate retaliated by vetoing Outer Mongolia, 
whereupon the Soviet delegate vetoed the thirteen non-Communist 
candidates. 

The U.K. delegate voted for all the candidates, and the United 
States delegate abstained on the five Communist candidates. When it 
became clear that Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, and Rumania, who had 
all received more than the necessary seven affirmative votes when con- 
sidered separately were to be the only countries to escape a veto, all the 
members except Russia abstained from voting for them collectively 
so that their application also failed. 

14 Dec.—The Soviet representative, Mr Sobolev, announced that he 
was prepared to withdraw the Russian veto against twelve of the thir- 
teen non-Communist candidates, the single exception being Japan, 
and that he would not press Soviet sponsorship of Outer Mongolia 
for the present. He made the offer on the understanding that before the 
next session of the Assembly efforts would be made to bring about the 
admission of the two countries. 

After a short recess the United States delegate, Mr Lodge, moved 
that Japan should be added to the list of countries named in the Soviet 
resolution, and his motion was seconded by the British delegate, but the 
Soviet delegate announced that he would veto Japan’s admission. The 
Council then passed by 8 votes to none, with 3 abstentions (the United 
States, Belgium, and Nationalist China) the Soviet motion recommend- 
ing to the Assembly the admission of the following sixteen countries: 
Jordan, Ireland, Portugal, Italy, Austria, Finland, Ceylon, Nepal, 
Libya, Cambodia, Laos, and Spain—and Albania, Hungary, Bulgaria, 
and Rumania. 

15 Dec.—The Soviet delegate vetoed a United States resolution 
proposing the admission of Japan, the voting being ten to one. 

A Soviet counter-resolution recommending both Japan and Outer 
Mongolia received only one affirmative vote, that of the Soviet Union, 
the other ten members abstaining. 

16 Dec.—Syrian Complaint Against Israel. The Council began 
consideration of the Syrian complaint of ‘aggression’ by Israel on 
11 December on the shores of Lake Tiberias. 

The Syrian representative, Ahmed Shukairy, recalled the Charter’s 
provisions for the expulsion of members who had persistently violated 
its principles, and asked, alternatively, for the application of economic 
sanctions against Israel. 

Sir Pierson Dixon (United Kingdom) deplored the grave incidents 
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United Nations (continued) 

under consideration, commended the Syrian Government for jt 
restrain, and expressed his Government's strong opposition in principle 
not only to attack without provocation, but also to retaliatory attacks 
The Turkish, United States, Soviet Union, and French representative 
also gave general support to Syria. 

Mr Eban (Israel), replying to the criticisms made by members of the 
Council, complained of Syrian encroachment and assaults. 

The Council had before it a letter from Colonel Nasser, Egyptian 
Prime Minister, which said that he regarded the attack on Syria ‘as ap 
aggression against Egypt’ and threatened to ‘deal with the situation’ 
using Egypt’s land, air, and naval forces. 

The Council adjourned to await General Burns’s report. 

21 Dec.—The report of General Burns, chief of the Palestine truce 
organization, was published. It described the Israeli attack against 
Syria of 11 December as ‘a deliberate violation’ of the armistice pro- 
visions, and said that there was a grave disparity between the scale of 
the Israeli retaliation and the provocation cited by the Israeli Govern- 
ment, namely Syrian attacks on boats on Lake Tiberias, as few casual- 
ties had been suffered by Israeli fishermen. Syria had reported fifty-six 
killed in the Syrian raid, nine wounded, and thirty-two missing, while 
the Israeli Army had reported six killed and ten wounded. 

Israel sent to members of the Council a set of documents which it 
claimed were official Syrian documents containing orders to Syrian 
outposts to fire on Israeli fishermen. 

Admission of New Members. Sir Pierson Dixon, the British 
delegate, submitted a resolution noting that Japan was fully qualified 
for membership of the United Nations and expressing the hope that she 
would soon be admitted. Ten out of eleven members spoke in favour 
of the resolution, but after failing to secure an assurance from the 
Soviet delegate that he would not use the veto Sir Pierson Dixon said 
he would not submit the resolution to a vote in the hope that the Soviet 
Government might later adopt a more positive attitude. A Soviet 
amendment which would have added the name of the Mongolian 
People’s Republic to that of Japan received one vote in favour (Russia), 
none against, and ten abstentions. 


UNITED STATES. 8 Dec.—Foreign Policy. Mr Dulles, Secretary of 
State, speaking in Chicago, again emphasized the United States’ interest 
in promoting European unity, which he thought was bound, as it 
developed, to exert increasing pressure for independent Governments 
in the east European satellites. He also insisted on the importance of a 
‘political warning system’ consisting in instruments for collective 
security and above all the assurance that the full power of the United 
States would be brought against any aggressor. After suggesting that 
western policy had caused the Soviet Union to shift from tactics of 
violence and intimidation and to pick on the less developed areas of 
Asia as ‘the targets of their guile’, he said there was no need to become 
panicky about this; it need not be assumed that Asian leaders were un- 
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aware of the dangers. But he went on to emphasize the importance of 
providing economic and technical aid to those areas and said that 
Congress would be asked in the coming year for as much money for 
the purpose as could usefully be spent. 

10 Dec.—President Eisenhower. President Eisenhower’s doctors 
announced that the gradual resumption of his official duties had 
produced ‘signs of fatigue’ in him and he had been urged to ‘slow 
down” His condition was declared to be ‘good’ and his convalescence 
‘normal’. 

Rocket Programme. Mr Wilson, Defence Secretary, announced 
that a substantial expansion had been ordered in the American rocket 
development programme. 

12 Dec.—Middle East Tension. Envoys of eight Arab nations 
together informed Mr Dulles that the activities of Israel in the Middle 
East and of Zionist groups in the United States were straining American- 
Arab relations. 

Mr Dulles replied that the United States pursued a policy of friendly 
impartiality in the Middle East towards the Arab and other States. 

U.S.S.R. Archbishop Boris. The State Department published a 
Note sent to the Soviet Union saying that Archbishop Boris would be 
granted a temporary visa for the United States to conduct ‘legitimate 
Church affairs’. 

14 Dec.—O.E.E.C. criticism of U.S. tariff policy (see Organization 
for European Economic Co-operation). 

Surplus Food. It was announced that surplus stocks of American 
wheat, maize, beans, and rice would be released immediately to charit- 
able agencies for distribution to hungry people oversea. (‘The value of 
surplus farm products held by the Government was stated to be more 
than $7,700 m.) 

15 Dec.—Soviet Sea Power. Admiral Burke, Chief of Naval 
Operations, speaking to the National Press Club, emphasized that the 
Soviet Navy had become ‘the second-ranking sea power in the world’ 
and that it was ‘still growing and growing fast’. He said Russia had built 
more cruisers, destroyers, and submarines since 1945 than all the rest 
of the world combined. Soviet strength in submarines was approxi- 
mately 400. 

16 Dec.—China. The State Department accused Communist China 
of violating the agreement reached on 10 September to free all fourteen 
American civilians in Chinese prisons. It denied as completely without 
foundation Communist charges that the United States was preventing 
Chinese in America from returning to their homes. 

17 Dec.—Egypt. Assouan Dam. It was announced that the United 
States and Britain had assured Egypt of their support in building the 
Assouan Dam. A State Department communiqué issued after talks with 
Abdel el-Kaissouni, Egyptian Foreign Minister, said that assistance 
would take the form of grants towards the foreign exchange costs of the 
first stage of the work. Final agreement between the Egyptian Govern- 
ment, the British and U.S. Governments, and the World Bank would 
await Abdel el Kaissouni’s consultations with his Government. 
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United States (continued) 

19 Dec.—Report of mediation by President Eisenhower in Afghapj. 
stan-Pakistan dispute (see Pakistan). 

Israeli Peace Plan. Details of Israeli peace proposals for Palestine 
were announced in Washington. (It was later confirmed that they ha; 
the approval of the Israeli Government.) The main points were: (;) 
Israel would agree to mutual adjustments of the 1949 armistice line 
but would not consider negotiating on the basis of the 1947 line; (2) 
Israel would consider granting the Arab States land and air transit 
rights for the free flow of trade between the Lebanon and Egypt and 
across the Negev between Egypt and Jordan; such concessions would, 
however, have to be reciprocated by similar transit concessions on th. 
part of the Arabs; (3) Jordan would be offered free port rights in Haif, 
and the necessary transit rights to reach the port by land; (4) Israel 
would be ready to raise funds to compensate Arab refugees and would 
accept the United States offer of a loan for resettlement and rehabilita- 
tion; the refugees would, however, have to be resettled in Arab States 
and not Israel; (5) Israel would accept the Jordan River development 
plan proposed by Mr Eric Johnston (under which more than hal: 
of the water would go to the Arabs.) 

20 Dec.—Foreign Aid. Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, told his press 
conference that Congress would be asked to approve a foreign aid pro- 
gramme totalling about $4,900 m. for the 1956~7 fiscal year. The con- 
templated sum for military aid was $3,000 m. and for economic aid 
$1,900 m. Half of the latter would be earmarked for the Middle East 
and the other half for the Manila Pact countries of south-east Asia. 

New Zealand Protest. The New Zealand Ambassador delivered a 
Note strongly protesting against the expanded sales abroad of American 
surplus dairy products which were stated to be at prices well below 
those ruling in world markets and therefore to the detriment of estab- 
lished markets and traditional suppliers. 

21 Dec.—Limitation of Japanese cotton goods exports to United 
States (see fapan). 

22 Dec.—India. The State Department announced receipt of a 
strongly worded complaint and request for clarification from Mr Nehru 
about the description of Goa as a ‘Portuguese province’ in the joint 
U.S.-Portuguese statement. 

27 Dec.—U.S. Ambassador’s talk with Colonel Nasser (see Egypt). 

Serious floods in California and adjacent states caused the deaths of at 
least forty-one people, and made more than 55,000 homeless, damage 
being estimated at $150 m. 

Great Britain. It was announced that the British firm of Ferranti 
had been awarded a $2,080,940 contract for the transformers on the 
Dalles dam. 

The Agricultural Department announced that it would offer an 
additional 10 m. pound of Government-owned surplus butter for sale in 
the export market on a competitive basis. 

2z9 Dec.—Goa. A Note was sent to India replying to requests for 
clarification of recent references by Mr Dulles to the ‘province’ of Goa. 
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U.S. Prosperity. Mr Weeks, Secretary of Commerce, said in a 
review of economic activities that output of goods and services in 1955 
had shown a 6 per cent increase over 1954 and that per capita income 
after taxes had been the highest on record. 

East Europe Mr Khrushchev’s criticisms of Christmas messages 
of President Eisenhower and Mr Dulles (see U.S.S.R.). 

The text of the messages broadcast by Radio Free Europe to East 
Europe was as follows: 

President Eisenhower: ‘During the Christmas season I want you to 
know that the American people recognize the trials under which you are 
suffering; join you in your concern for the restoration of individual 
freedom and political liberty; and share your faith that right in the end 
will prevail to bring you once again among the free nations of the world.’ 

Mr Dulles: ‘On this first of all Christian holidays I join with millions 
of Americans whose thoughts are with you. We share your firm faith in 
God. We look to the future with hope and resolution, confident that 
freedom and justice shall at last prevail.’ 

Arabs’ Jewish Boycott. A State Department spokesman, comment- 
ing on reports that Saudi Arabia was banning trade with American 
firms owned by Jews, accused Arab League nations of boycotting 
foreign firms doing business with Israel and said that certain nations 
had regulations which prohibited the granting of visas to people of the 
Jewish faith. He expressed the disapproval of the United States of the 
actions mentioned. 

The State Department published a book on “The Conferences at 
Malta and Yalta, 1945’, containing further documents indicating the 
disintegration of the wartime partnership with the Soviet Union before 
the fighting ended. 

30 Dec.—East Europe. President Eisenhower said in a statement 
that it had been made abundantly clear at Geneva to the Soviet rulers 
that the ‘spirit of Geneva’ could not involve any relaxing of the peaceful 
purpose of the United States to achieve liberty and justice for the 
oppressed peoples of the world. In his opening speech he had said: 
‘There is the problem of respecting the right of peoples to choose the 
form of Government under which they will live, and of restoring 
sovereign rights and self-government to those who have been deprived 
of them. The American people feel strongly that certain peoples of 
eastern Europe, many with a long and proud record of national exis- 
tence, have not yet been given the benefit of this pledge of our United 
Nations war-time declaration, reinforced by other war-time agree- 
ments.’ The statement concluded: “The peaceful liberation of the 
captive peoples has been, and, until success is achieved, will continue 
to be a major goal of United States foreign policy.’ 

Mr Dulles, in a year-end message prophesied that the Russians would 
continue to do anything short of war to spread hatred and trouble 
throughout the world. He expected them to try to ‘exploit situations 
where free-world countries seem divided by historic disputes’ but he 
felt there would be no open aggression by Russia in spite of her vast 
concentration of arms. 
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U.S.S.R. 8 Dec.—Arrival of Soviet steel experts in Delhi (see India), 

9 Dec. et seg.—Soviet leaders’ visit to, and speeches in, Kashmir tn 
Kashmir). 

11 Dec.—Repatriation of Poles (see Poland). 

Soviet-Finnish air agreement (see Finland). 

12 Dec.—Reduction of Forces. Moscow Radio announced tha 
Russia had completed the demobilization announced in August of 
640,000 men. 

U.S. Note on Archbishop Boris (see United States). 

13 Dec.—Indian-Soviet statement and economic agreement (se 
India). 

Sverdlovsk Region. It was learned that the first secretary of the 
Sverdlovsk regional party committee, Mr Alexei Kutyrev, had been 
dismissed and replaced by Mr A. P. Kirilenko, a Ukrainian. Pravda 
reported that a secretary of the central committee had attended the 
Sverdlovsk regional party conference at which serious mistakes in the 
development of industry and agriculture had been exposed. 

14 Dec.—Soviet statement in India (see India). 

Note to Pakistan (see Pakistan). 

15 Dec.—Rumania. It was learned that the Soviet Union had 
returned to Rumania the Soviet interest in the Rumanian oil industry, 

U.S. statement on Soviet sea power (see United States). 

16 Dec. et seg.—Visit of Soviet leaders to Afghanistan (see Afghani- 
stan). 

19 Dec.—Marshal Bulganin and Mr Khrushchev returned to the 
Soviet Union from their journey to India, Burma, and Afghanistan. 

21 Dec.—Marshal Bulganin and Mr Khrushchev returned to Mos- 
cow from their visit to India, Burma, and Afghanistan. On arriving at 
the airport they said they had been exposing, and would continue to 
expose, the policy of colonialism which had retarded development in the 
lands they visited. 

Persia. A delegation of the Persian Majlis (Parliament) arrived in 
Baku for a tour of the Soviet Union. 

26 Dec.—The Supreme Soviet met for the third session of 1955. 

27 Dec.—East German-Soviet ship construction agreement (see 
Germany). 

Speaking in the Council of Nationalities, Mr Georkadze, a deputy 
from Georgia, said that the shortage of housing was still acutely felt. 
He asked deputies to consider increasing by 30 m. roubles the funds 
designated for capital construction in Tiflis, ‘especially for gas and a 
central heating system in the city’. He also criticized the Ministry of 

Tractor and Agricultural Machine Building for not providing sufficient 
machinery for the making of wine. Mr Komolov from Uzbekistan urged 
that greater attention should be paid to the needs of the coal mining 
industry in his constituency and asked for an appropriation of 7 m. 
roubles so that Tashkent could enjoy television ‘like Moscow and other 
places’. 

Budget. Mr Zverev, Finance Minister, submitted the budget for 
1956. It provided for a revenue of 591,900 m. roubles and expenditure 
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of 568,000 m. roubles against the 1955 estimates of 558,800 m. roubles 
revenue and 553,000 m. roubles expenditure. Defence expenditure was 
102,500 m. roubles against 112,100 m. roubles in 1955. (Direct com- 
arison was Vitiated by changes in wholesale prices.) 

Mr Zverev announced that the Soviet Union was building power 
plants with a capacity of 50,000 kilowatts and 100,000 kilowatts. He said 
that there would be a greater output of industrial and consumer goods 
in 1956, but emphasized that the development of industries manu- 
facturing the means of production continued to have priority. 

28 Dec.—After some slight revisions the Supreme Soviet unani- 
mously approved the budget. 

The Supreme Soviet also approved decrees legalizing abortion, con- 
solidating ministries and creating new ones, such as the Ministry of 
Car Building, and the setting up of a State committee on labour and 
wages under the chairmanship of Mr Kaganovich. 

29 Dec.—Soviet Leaders’ Report on Asian Tour. Marshal 
Bulganin and Mr Khrushchev reported to the Supreme Soviet on their 
visit to India, Burma, Kashmir, and Afghanistan. 

Marshal Bulganin said that 1955 had seen a slackening of inter- 
national tension and that no one could deny that the efforts made by the 
Soviet Union in that direction had been crowned with notable successes. 
An important contribution to peace had undoubtedly been made by the 
development of friendship and co-operation between the Soviet Union 
and India, Burma, and Afghanistan. 

Marshal Bulganin paid a tribute to the friendship and consideration 
of Mr Nehru. As a result of their conversations, he said, full mutual 
understanding had been reached that the policy of military blocs 
pursued by certain Governments and directed against other countries 
was aggravating international tension, increasing the danger of a new 
war, and that such policy was incompatible with the interests of ex- 
panding co-operation between all States, regardless of their political 
and social systems. In that connection he attacked ‘such aggressive 
military alignments as S.E.A.T.O. and the recently designed Baghdad 
Pact’, saying that the aggressive nature of the latter had become ‘par- 
ticularly evident’ after the drawing in of Persia. He restated Soviet 
criticism of the Persian Government’s action. 

Marshal Bulganin said that their ‘frank statements on Goa and the 
Kashmir question have aroused great dissatisfaction in the reactionary 
press and among some foreign statesmen’. He reaffirmed Soviet support 
for India’s claim to Goa, saying that ‘the preservation of a colonial 
regime in our times is a disgrace for the civilized nations’. He also 
expressed the Soviet Government’s support of ‘India’s policy on 
Kashmir because it fully accords with the interests of consolidating 
peace in that area of Asia.’ 

Marshal Bulganin said that it was ‘difficult to overestimate the sig- 
nificance and results’ of their visit to Afghanistan. The Afghans had 
won their independence in struggles with ‘the British imperialists’ and 
had been assisted by the defeat of the interventionists in central Asia 
by the Soviet State. The Soviet Government thought that the demands 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 
of Afghanistan to give the population of bordering Pakhtunistan 4, 
opportunity of freely expressing their will were ‘justified and grounded’ 

In conclusion Marshal Bulganin said that ‘not everybody liked oy; 
visit to Asia’. The representatives of some countries ‘do not like oy; 
friendship with India, Burma, and Afghanistan’. The Soviet Govern. 
ment held that ‘colonial regimes are a disgrace for present-day man. 
kind, and are incompatible with the peaceful and democratic principle 
of the United Nations’. 

Mr Khrushchev said that in some countries there had been a ‘re. 
action of hostility and vicious attacks against us’ for their statement in 
Asia. They had only repeated well-known facts. The British occupation 
of India had been ‘robbery in the full sense of the word. The allegation 
that Britain brought civilization to India is a tale for simpletons and 
people ignorant of history’. 

Mr Khrushchev then reaffirmed Soviet friendship for the British 
people whom he differentiated from the ‘colonizers’. He denied that 
they had said anything ‘offensive against the British Government, but 
we did say the sooner colonial regimes were ended the better it would 
be’. He criticized Mr Dulles’s argument that ‘Goa belonged to Portugal 
because Portugal grabbed it 400 years ago’, suggesting that on that 
argument the United States should still be a British dominion. He 
denied that Soviet statements in India and Afghanistan had been 
meant to stir up conflict between western and Asian nations. Africa, he 
said, was ‘divided among European and non-European nations and is 
held down by chains which are choking the people of Africa rising up 
in the fight against colonialism. We support these fighters for inde- 
pendence and wish them success’. 

Mr Khrushchev reminded the West about Russia’s recent hydrogen 
bomb explosion ‘although we do not want to boast about our military 
technical strength’. The power of the weapon, already equivalent to 
many million tons of ordinary explosive, could be considerably in- 
creased. Those who were trying to increase tension should remember 
the results of the test. 

Mr Khrushchev criticized the Christmas messages of President 
Eisenhower and Mr Dulles (see United States) as a crude interference 
in the international affairs of other countries, and said that Mr Averill 
Harriman, Governor of New York State, who had associated himself 

with the messages, wanted not only to return former capitalists to the 
‘peoples democracies’, but himself to return to Hungary, where he had 
had properties before the war. He alleged that disarmament had been 
hindered by a change in the attitude of the United States, which was 
not discussing a reduction in armaments but was giving priority to 
President Eisenhower’s proposal for the exchange of aerial photo- 
graphs of military installations. ‘How does this differ from military 
intelligence,’ he asked. He reaffirmed his belief that in peaceful com- 
petition the Socialist system would eventually win over any other 
system, and said that in the struggle for Communism they would 
never start an aggressive war. Some Western politicians, he said, had a 
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strange idea of the Geneva spirit. “They want to disarm our army and 
also disarm us morally and politically. Such conditions are unaccept- 
able to us.” The most eager exponents of such an unrealistic policy 
were in the United States ‘particularly the Secretary of State, who plays 
a leading role advocating massive retaliation and other absurdities’. 

Mr Khrushchev criticized Persia and Turkey for joining the Bagh- 
dad pact. He admitted Soviet responsibility for part of the deterioration 
in Soviet-Turkish relations since the death of Ataturk but claimed that 
subsequent Soviet attempts for an improvement had not been reci- 
procated. He condemned Israel, which, he said, had ‘taken a hostile 
threatening position towards its neighbours’ from its beginning. 
Imperialists were behind Israel, he declared, trying to use her as an 
instrument against the Arabs for their own benefit. 

In conclusion, Mr Khrushchev claimed that the Soviet Union had 
made contributions towards the reduction of international tension but 
‘we do not see what the United States is doing to lessen international 
tension’. Western policy, he said, was preventing unification in Europe, 
but that did not prevent the possibility of a security system. The Soviet 
Union saw no other solution than that of concluding a system of 
general European security, to include the United States. 

Germany. At a meeting between Herr Grotewohl, east German 
Premier, and Marshal Bulyanin and other Soviet leaders in the Kremlin, 
it was reafirmed that the only way of solving the German reunification 
problem was by appropriate agreement between west and east Germany. 

o Dec.—President Eisenhower’s statement on eastern Europe (see 
United States). 

31 Dec.—Marshal Bulganin gave an interview to an American 
television correspondent. He said that a new ‘summit’ conference 
‘could be fruitful’ if all those participating took proper account of the 
interests of others. Referring to the atomic deadlock, Marshal Bulganin 
declared: ‘It is not at all the result of the existence of nuclear weapons.’ 
It was wrong to assert that because both East and West possessed 
hydrogen bombs ‘the possibility of a thermo-nuclear war is automatic- 
ally excluded. Assertions of this kind can in fact lull the vigilance of 
people who support the elimination of the threat of an atomic war’. It 
was clear that the arms drive was not diminishing but was increasing the 
threat of a new war. Therefore the Soviet Union saw the way out of the 
deadlock not in the continuation of the arms drive but in fresh efforts to 
stop the arms race and ban atomic weapons. 


VATICAN CITY. 24 Dec.—Pope Pius XII, in a Christmas message to 
the world, appealed for peace and called on statesmen to ‘forestall, 
eliminate, or mitigate’ conflicts which might provoke war. He warned 
the West against ‘the dream of a possible genuine co-existence with 
Communism’ which Christians must reject as a social system, and he 
urged them not to be satisfied with anti-Communism and the defence 
of liberty, but instead to create ‘a society in which man’s security rests 
on that moral order which has regard for true human nature’. He 
declared it to be essential for the safety of the world to check experi- 
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Vatican (continued) 

mental atomic explosions and to establish aerial inspection and a wor|d- 
wide network of observation posts to guarantee an effective ban on 
nuclear weapons. He also urged Europeans not to deny political freedom 
to non-Europeans but to work to extend the true values of Europe and 
the West and thus help the young nations to escape from ‘the pitfalls of 
false nationalism’ which would otherwise lead to mutual rivalries ‘to the 
advantage of third parties’. 


WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION. 14 Dec.—German Arms 
Limitation. The Ministers of W.E.U., meeting in Paris, approved an 
agreement reached by the seven member courtries on German arms 
limitation. According to a statement, the plans for the forces placed 
under N.A.T.O. conformed with the provisions of the Paris agree- 
ments. 


YUGOSLAVIA. 28 Dec.—President Tito’s visit to Egypt (see Egypt). 
31 Dec.—President Tito said in a New Year message broadcast from 
Egypt that in Egypt he had been able to ‘see for himself’ that aid to such 
areas by the more developed countries was not only an ‘imperative 
necessity’ but an ‘unavoidable obligation’ if one wished to remove the 
conflicts which would emerge from any efforts to dominate the under- 
developed peoples under the pretext of some ‘civilizing mission’. 


With this issue, as already announced, publication of THe CHronoLocy 
ceases. 

The Index for Volume 11 is in preparation. It is hoped to publish it in 
March 1956, when it will be sent to all postal subscribers whose subscriptions 
expire with the present issue. 

Cases for binding Volume 11 will be ready in February, price 2s. 6d. 
($0.50). 

Back numbers may be obtained from The Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, Chatham House, 10 St James’s Square, London, S.W.1 (price 1s.) or 
from The Royal Institute of International Affairs, New York Publications 
Office, 345 East 46th Street, New York 17, N.Y. (price 25c.). 
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